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The Student Senate began at 6:38 PM. 

Ty: Thanks for coming. This is our first voting meeting of the year, with two proposals. Both 

presenters will go ahead, and then we will let you sign in and vote. We will email you the results 

afterwards. 

Alex: I am the VPO. I will discuss the UVA student community food bank. Based on reports, at 

least 900 UVA students are vulnerable to food insecurity. 50 students last year reached out for 

help, but often they are not assisted. We propose the creation of a student community 

foodbank that would provide basic food stuffs to students and staffs, in addition to basic life 

goods, like paper supplies and clothing. We would work not to undercut the efforts of 

Charlottesville organizations working in the broader community. The idea of a university food 

bank is not unique, many other universities are working on it. The driving force will be effective 

partnerships with students, university, and community partners. There will be a student 

director, and a Madison House employee to perform daily tasks. UVA dining would provide 

surplus food and equipment, as well as guidance. The health center would help provide other 

products, and ODOS would work with students using it. The Haven would provide guidance. The 

proposed budget is $14,000 for the remainder of the school year. $8,000 have been budgeted 

and $6,000 could come from the Parents’ Fund. We would need donations for operations.  

Madison House would be responsible for long term management, and resource 

gathering. The StudCo Programs Committee would work to create food drives and creating 

more partnerships. The foodbank will only be for university people, and they would have to 

provide a university ID. It would be open 3 weekdays from afternoon to evening. Student 

volunteers will sort through donations on a weekly basis. StudCo has posed three locations: 

back of the SAC, the Green Room in Runk, and the shed by Madison house. The Green Room in 

Runk will be focused on here. It could be large and subdivided, is adjacent to Runk, has a 

loading dock, is in a discrete location to maintain anonymity, easily accessible parking, and is 

easily available to RAs and SRs.  

 The space could be subdivided to fit CIO needs and the food banks. We ask the Student 

Senate to actively participate in organizational drives, and support in using the Green Room. 

We need a suitable and permanent location. We will reach out to CIOs who book the Green 

Room to get explicit support. We hope it will start in the next semester, but most likely the next 

academic year. This is the beginning of an institutional program. 

Elizabeth: I’m chair of legislative affairs and campaign chair for UDems. I will be speaking on 

providing transportation to polling locations. There are 6 polling locations at UVA. We have 2 

localities and a number of precincts. JMU has only 1 precinct, and 2 at VA Tech. This addresses 

a community need because first years have to vote at University Hall, and cannot have cars on 



University of Virginia Student Council 
Student Senate 

October 24, 2017 
 
Grounds. By not providing rides, we disenfranchise them. Car2Vote is a local non-profit, which 

bridges the gap between grounds and Charlottesville. These people volunteer their time and 

gas money to get people to the polls on election day. On Super Tuesday, they ran rides from 

Ohill to all 6 polling locations. We realized that with the influx of students registered to vote on 

grounds, we couldn’t support everyone with that one location, and no efforts like this had been 

made prior. Legislative affairs last year reached out to Parking & Transportation to talk about 

providing a bus, and this request was denied.  

We registered 3,400 students by the Democratic Coordinated Campaign in Fall 2016. At 

this point, UDems and College Republicans drafted a letter to send to Parking & Transportation; 

this highlights coalition building among different ideology. Many groups across grounds signed 

the letter. I gave an interview at the Daily Progress, and they published an article about the 

situation. Once Parking & Transportation saw it, we had a second discussion with them. They 

used Safe Rides vans and Car2Vote in the end. We sat down to develop a more comprehensive 

plan, like getting the buses to say “Vote” and signage for the vans. The website was a great 

resource. The most important part was an individual guide for each precinct. Parking & 

Transportation couldn’t provide funding. The Center for Politics and Parents’ Fund reached out 

to provide funding, and $1,600 was needed. On election day, 1,053 students took advantage of 

the shuttle from Ohill to Uhall, not including the comm school one. This story highlights student 

self-governance, and how it can come from CIOs. In 2017, we’re readjusting the model, and 

reactivating the help from Parking & Transportation. We’re anticipating a lower turnout. We’re 

trying to secure funding for the project, $700-900.  

Ty: Login and vote. 

Mary Grace: What does it mean to support? 

Ty: It means you support the spirit, and we may ask you for additional feedback. 

The Student Senate ended at 7:04 PM. 


