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The Special Session meeting was called to order at 6:17 PM 

Roll Call- Roll was taken. 

Community Concerns 

Alex: Dorm talks had an awesome effect on SpeakUp UVA. Somebody’s window is stuck open 
in Balz. Eric responded wonderfully 

Eric: Someone said there should be benches in Minor hall, many people are sitting on the 
ground. It’s a fire safety measure. 

Alex: Nothing else since 3 months ago. 

Committee Reports 

Alex: We were in communication with ITS on the ARC website, it looks pretty good for advising. 
Look Hoos Talking for October is being finalized, as well as teaching awards. Look Hoos 
Talking is Oct. 11. We’re still in the planning phase for the year 

Grace: No updates from Membership. 

Ty: We worked slower than anticipated over the summer. We’re taking initiative on the survey 
with new CIOS on how to improve things. We want to make a supplementary page to outline 
kinks, as well as a resource page. We’re focusing on external initiatives like appropriations. Our 
event with Diversity Engagement got pushed to October. 

Lizzy: We had a retreat with leadership from Sustainability CIOs and a rep for multicultural frat. 
We got feedback on our structure and communication. The first CIO forum is two Tuesdays from 
now, we want all the CIOs to be in one central location for an event. 

Phoebe: I worked with Emily to float an idea about creating a committee for UVA Wise, which is 
our sister school for Southwest Virginia, Kentucky, and Tennessee. 70% of their graduates are 
first generation which is incredible, but they don’t have our resources. We want to connect the 
campuses to enrich both experiences. If you’re interested, talk to me.  

 Not Alone at UVA is a new mental health campaign awareness. We want people 
comfortable sharing their stories once a month in CavDaily with a cool Instagram like HONY to 
encourage students to get help. I will write one of the stories and think it is important to talk 
about these issues. My email is paw2vg. If you have events you want me at, email me 
whenever. I just started at Darden yesterday so things are a little crazy now. I am always happy 
to talk, went here for undergrad so maybe I can help.  

Robert: We worked with Pancakes for Parkinson’s to be zero waste. There’s been problems on 
our side in the past and trying to make that more effective. 

Gabby: We’re working with Unpacking Privilege and Greek life to talk about minority issues and 
other problems. Finalizing the list linking our council to different CIOs to send CIO ambassadors 
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to talk about what StudCo can do for them, but mainly for us to partner with them and talk about 
concerns. 

Araba: We’re working with Annie to create a transfer student handbook. After the Transfer 
Student Forum, they discussed a UVA specific orientation. We will have a follow-up forum in the 
next month. 

Gabby: Multicutural Student Center opens this month, and they are opening applications today. 

Lauren: Let us know your idea, we’ll order more SpeakUp UVA stickers. 

Melissa: New Learning in Action website, which is the public service website. We would love to 
have your help spreading the word, and will share the link on slack. 

Liam: We’ve been working on the Virginia Women’s Chorus to coordinate a benefit concert with 
acapella groups and speakers on women’s violence. We will be publicizing and working on 
logistics. I will send details on Slack, tell your friends! We want a good turnout. They will charge 
upperclassmen, but free for first years to disperse resources on sexual assault and violence. 

Zaakir: UVA Vote Initiative by Katie, partnership with administration through VPSA to get 
students to vote. They registered 100 people at the activity fair. I am working to get meetings 
with delegates and planning to do guest lectures. There will be a meeting with the Director of 
Governor Relations at UVA, and a trip to DC lobbyists sometime soon.  

Madalyn: Safety & Wellness is hosting Remembrance Through Action in October, still working 
with partners and administrators to set it up. We will be in contact to get feedback and 
involvement. We are trying to engage with wellness and mental health CIOs to streamline 
engagement.  

Daniel: For the Student Memorial Garden, a firm was hired to start construction over the 
summer. The first meeting is Sept. 8 to brief everyone. The project design will be in October, 
and we can figure out funding in the meantime. The rest of my committee doesn’t have much to 
do, throw ideas at me. 

Joanna: Is anyone working on the trees? 

Daniel: I will pass that onto someone else. 

Officer Reports 

Emily: Changes from the summer include more efficient StudCo GenBod meetings; we want to 
keep it at one hour. We want to have a StudCo newsletter with committee updates included, 
and then do highlights in the meetings as well as concerns. It will also include StudCo historical 
fact, and a StudCo member of the week. We are changing the StudCo News layout, which goes 
out to the school, and often highlighted random events at the school. We want to focus on our 
events and resolutions. We now have a studco historian, Alex Cintron. He learned about 
StudCo over the summer, and will provide the historical facts. 
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 Our job is to be the student voice, which entails a lot of problem solving. It can be a little 
negative, but I am hoping that the voice can also highlight fantastic things. At the cabinet 
meeting, we will create ideas. I was thinking different themes each week, and reaching out to 
student leaders to do a questionnaire on challenges and achievements. There’s 15 weeks 
between now and mid-February so we will plan for that.  

Maeve: My updates center on Block Party. The past few weeks I met with the city and police 
department, and for the first time, the city doesn’t totally hate UVA. The University in conjunction 
with UPC and StudCo did a lot to combat it with events and funding. We minimized trash on 
Wertland and concerns that typically pour in were in a lesser volume. Also, the city has 
relaunched their town hall initiative, and council wants one at grounds to hear our concerns. 
Since many students live in the city, they thought that would be positive. Thank you to Alex, 
Ryan, Michael, Ty, Eric, and Mackenize for cleaning up at the activities fair. You guys rock. 

Emily: Mackenzie did a great job!!! 

Eric: Website renovation is back on track. I told many of you to brainstorm website ideas. I will 
try to put out a template this weekend. I will continue to watch and improve SpeakUp UVA. Let 
me know if you see any issues. I am going to focus on reaching out to the school at large and 
you guys about how tech can improve your work/lives through articles and tutorials. 

Joanna: If your phone is full, download your photos on your computer! 

Alex C: Thank you to you and your committee for processing reimbursements. I’m sorry if you 
were being hounded, by tomorrow afternoon I will get caught up. Follow the normal procedure. 
The annual budget is coming up, the process will be identical to the summer budget and I will 
send out info. You will have about 2 weeks for proposals. 

Courtney: I was in France, and am now back at UVA. I am happy to be here, I am Director of 
University Relations. We’re working on recruitment now, so invite your friends and share it on 
FB. When we have our app push, share that as well. We are also working on reformatting 
StudCo news. In the past it has been a strange conglomeration of events, but now we want to 
highlight your work. It will answer the question of “What does StudCo even do?” 

Joanna: First Cabinet meeting is next Friday, hopefully there are no conflicts. If you have a 
class conflict, please make sure one of your co-chairs is present. We’re changing up GenBod to 
make sure it is running smoothly. We will discuss that and long term plans. Also, try to get 
recruitment details to me, and Courtney needs to know your plans. Try to get your website ideas 
to Eric as well. 

Mack: Thanks for help at the Activities Fair, it went really well. Funding rounds start on 
Wednesday, followed by rolling rounds. Cio townhalls start tomorrow and next Monday, every 
cio must send a rep. New CIO pages on the site are up and running.  

Sarah: We have a welcome back dinner Monda, Sept 12 from 5:30-7 in a garden. There will be 
a guest speaker and time for reconnection. Grace and I have been working with membership to 
plan the retreat, which will be 12:30-2, Sept 5 in the SAB. I haven’t done Green Dot Training yet, 



University of Virginia Student Council 
General Body Meeting  

Minutes for August 23, 2016 
but I got a StudCo spot for us to do it together. It is Saturday, Sept 18 from 12-6. It is first come 
first serve. Nicole Jackson form Dining will be coming in two weeks to answer questions. The 
Nap Group started last year, and I want to get interested people working on that. I met with a 
rep from Admissions Office about working on a video that StudCo members create showcasing 
the university in every light. We want to create a resource that encapsulates all experiences. It 
can be a tool for many offices, and will be a year-long initiative. Finally, every year we have to 
select students for student legal advisory board. We did nothing last year, but I want it to be 
active this year. That application will come out soon. 

Brett: I am excited about the Rep Body this year. With all the passion and voices, we will be 
able to collaborate to represent the voice of the student body. We’re going to be accountable, 
responsible, available, efficient and effective. The StudCo Rep page is live, and people are 
utilizing it. We will revamp rep office hours to get our availability out there, working in 
conjunction with SpeakUp UVA. We need to work together; the resolution over the summer was 
a great example of that. The response and reception by the student body was very positive.  

 In the next couple of weeks, we want to create an agenda of goals. I also want to 
highlight that we have many grad reps this year, and thus are getting new suggestions and 
concerns, like a grad school fair. I did a lot of work on making sure every rep has enough 
resources, so each of them will get a binder with important information. I will make it a pdf and 
Slack it out to everyone. We’ve been meeting with CIO and UVA leaders to have reps at CIO 
meetings. Lastly, we got two new Curry reps, and soon will have 3 first year reps and a transfer 
rep. Then we will have 30 appointed reps, which is our biggest and best ever.  

Brett: Exec has been talking and many classes end at 6:15 this year. Motion to move it to 6:30? 

Motion to vote. Seconded. Motion to change meeting time passed. 

The General Body meeting ended at 7:01 PM. 

 


