
University of Virginia Student Council 
Representative Body  

Minutes for April 5, 2016 
The General Body meeting was called to order at 6:10 PM 

Motion to approve 3/29/16 minutes. Seconded. Passed. 

Introduction of Dirron Allen, Assistant Dean of Students & Director of Student Activities 

Roll Call- Roll was taken. 

Community Concerns 

 Emily: We’ve incorporated the Speak Up UVA presentation launch into the community 

 concerns section. Stay as long as you like. Anna will be doing the opening. 

 Anna: I am one of the M&C chairs. This is one of our pride and joys, and it will be 

 launched on Friday. It will be a platform for student concerns, and should be a place for 

 students to put concerns so we can give immediate feedback in a single location. 

 Eric: I’m the CTO. This is a project my committee and I have been working on for a 

 year. If you go on speakupuva.com you can see example posts I put up. These are two 

 examples that have been brought up at past meetings. Posting can be entirely 

 anonymous. We want to encourage everyone to post regardless without hesitations. I 

 will walk you through an example. When you go to the homepage, the front page is 

 really similar to Reddit. A post is given a vote number, like Yik Yak. The highest rated 

 posts will flow to the top. We will create a post now to demonstrate, any concerns in 

 particular? 

 Luke: The old Speak Up UVA link doesn’t work. I got to the wrong site for some reason. 

 Alexander: Mine applies to grad students. They end year-long leases on the Range, 

 which means med students and athletes can’t live on the range over the summer.  

 Eric: So you want that to come back. Everyone should be able to respond to this, there  

 isn’t a housing category now so we will put it under Buildings and Grounds. No matter 

 the category you pick, it will go on the front page.  

 Jess: I posted our letter of concern for this on Slack. 

 Emily: All of the organizations can utilize this as well. StudCo in the past wasn’t held 

 accountable for resolving concerns. Reps will now claim concerns and can provide 

 contact information. If there is a big change we want StudCo to tackle, we want to know 

 what the community’s thoughts are. This will give us an understanding of what the 

 student body is thinking, and then we can move forward with statistical data. We will do 

 an activity among tables. Everyone write down a student concern that UVA is facing, and 

 then at the end discuss it in groups. Every table can pitch the biggest student concern 

 UVA is facing today.  
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 Katie: We had a lot of problems with U-Hall and its function. Roofs have fallen on 

 people’s heads and there is an asbestos issue. As a polling location, it is very fall from 

 central grounds. There should be an investigation whether it is a good use of funding.  

 Lizzie: We were talking about class sign up times being an issue. People in CS and 

 Media Studies can’t get the classes they need. 

 GenBod Member 1: Speak UP UVA will become Yik Yak 2.0. There are no buses to 

 Wertland ever. We also need machines for tampons and pads on grounds, as well as 

 trashcans. 

 Emily: For Yik Yak, we thought about removing the down vote. We will also moderate 

 the site. If you have ideas, let us know. 

 GenBod Member 2: There are not enough HIV testing events on grounds. 

 GenBod Member 3: There are not enough minors outside the College. The CS minor is 

 an issue, as well as the Comm school leadership minor. 

 Bethany: Our concern was dining. Its’ really expensive, and has limited options for 

 gluten-free people, vegetarians, and vegans. Also the norovirus of last year.  

 Maeve: There was no evidence that it actually came from O’hill. The food was tested. 

 Jess: We were passionate about the Range.  

 Emily: The only way this will work is if everyone is on board. StudCo can moderate and 

 make sure it is used correctly, let us hear your ideas for how it can reach its full potential. 

 Any questions? 

 Jocelyn: As for moderating, it might help if people could flag a post if it is spam or 

 offensive.  

 Emily: We will send launch info for Friday, let us know if you have any changes to 

 suggest. 

 Eric: I made a quick post for each of these concerns, and you could champion these as 

 one of your concerns for the next couple weeks. Right now, the Range housing is the 

 highest voted one and it is what people will see when they are on the front page. We 

 invited student leaders to show that we will further our mission of getting closer to CIOs 

 on grounds and help them get what they need. If an organization you represent cares 

 about Range housing, we can make it a joint responsibility to solve the problem together. 

 Think about what you can post and what posts you can adopt. 

 Gabby: is it an app? 

 Eric: Not now, I can look into it. It is Wordpress friendly so I can upload a manual for that 

 soon for mobile access. 
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 GenBod Member 1: How will StudCo use up votes? Marginalized communities might be 

 lower on the list. 

 Eric: That’s been considered. We have categories so that you don’t get lost in big 

 movements. If you have something for marginalized student groups, it can go under 

 Diversity. People that care about that category, like Gabby, will keep an eye on them. 

 Brett: Reps will also be very heavy on this, as well as gen bod and exec. Anything that 

 deserves a response will get a response.  

 Anna: The tabs mirror each committee on StudCo, and chairs will be alerted when they 

 have a relevant post. If it pertains to a CIO, it will be forwarded to that organization so 

 they can address it. 

 Emily: We also specified labels according to committee, but if you think we are missing 

 one, we can add it as well.  

 Jocelyn: It would be good to have a dining tab. There should be something like a 

 Facebook status, it took a while to figure out you have to go to the menu tab to post.  

 Clara: As a rep, my concern is the anonymity function. I would have trouble following up 

 with people. 

 Eric: Brett mentioned that if you are posting anonymously, we will add a box where you 

 can include contact information.  

 Brett: People can remain anonymous on the front end, but we will allow them to be 

 contacted by reps. They won’t get notifications if you respond to their post. 

 Bethany: For flagging, you should temporarily hide it until someone from StudCo can 

 take the time to look at it.  

 Gabby: You should have the time and location of gen bod meetings so people can 

 come. 

 Eric: As you can do pinned posts on Facebook and Reddit, we think we can engage the 

 student body on Tuesdays by having a thread created by me on the front page with 

 concerns from the meeting. That way you can participate in the discussion without 

 showing up. 

 Brett: This is part of a broader strategy, along with rep office hours and Facebook 

 updates. We want to reach every student possible and be accountable. 

 Luke: For any UVA student opening the site for the first time, is it easy for them to figure 

 it out? People might not post if they can’t understand the format. 

 Eric: It might take a while for people to understand how to post. We will change it to 

 make it like Google so you can post right off the bat.  
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 Jocelyn: Maybe it is a good idea when typing in concerns to let students have tags 

 under what they are writing, therefore people could find all the concerns related to theirs. 

 Eric: Yes, I can turn tags on. 

 Araba: I agree, they will want to be directed to a certain place.  

 Eric: Yes, like Student Memorial Garden won’t be a tab but could be a tag. 

 Brenna: What about an About tab that has instructions and expectations for users? 

 Eric: Yes I will ask other StudCo members exactly what they want to see there. 

 Luke: What is the link? 

 Eric: speakupuva.com is the link.  

 Clara: Thank you for your work on this. 

 Eric: I cannot take any credit for this, this was done by one of my committee members. 

 He’s not on grounds a lot but has been a vital part of my team. I will send out his email 

 and put it at the bottom of the website, he has contributed so much.  

 Emily: This ends the portion of the official prelaunch. Thanks for coming. If you are 

 visiting, you are welcome to stay. 

 Alexander: I’m a fourth year med student, and was in StudCo two years ago. I lived on 

 the Range for three years, and this is important to me. I wrote a letter and had it signed 

 by those affected by the issue. Housing is being vague and rebuffing us. 

 Katie: Are they giving 10 month leases? 

 Alexander: They are 9 months, too short. I encourage you to read the letter. Basically, 3 

 years ago, year-long leases were given to med students. Neither we, athletes, nor PhD

 candidates get to leave over the summer. They changed the lease without telling us, and 

 I had 2 weeks’ notice. I slept on a couch for 72 days. The first year I could argue and got 

 to keep my stuff there, but not last year. They said Conference Services use the Range,  

 but they actually go to Hereford. Also, this happened around chimney and roof project. I 

 wrote all 5 project managers and they said they didn’t care if students were there. 

 Workers worked through December anyway. They made this change without us, and 

 now there will be only 1 med student on the range when there is usually 3-4. It’s a 

 limiting factor and an easy problem to fix.  

 Brett: Is it HRL? 

 Alexander: Yes.  

 Emily: Talk to Jackson, he’s the new HRL student chair.  
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 Brett: I passed him the letter so he has seen it. 

 Emily: I can go meet with HRL deans. 

 Alexander: Let me know when you go so I can attend. I’ve talked to them before, but it 

 was people that were new. The point is that they presented it halfheartedly to superiors 

 so it doesn’t get any farther. 

 Emily: We will ask Jackson to present the letter, and then we will all get together to 

 meet with HRL. 

 Alexander: This is killing a certain group of students and shouldn’t be this way. 

 Mackenzie: For study abroad advisors, having recently been through it, I have no idea 

 what I am doing this summer, though I will be in Florence. I have no answer to this 

 problem, but a lot of counselors are unwilling to meet or are not useful. 

 Jess: I am meeting with Becca White on Friday, let me know of any issues. Slack me. 

 Emily: Brett is taking on Mackenzie’s concern. 

 Alex Cu: I was going to recycle in Alderman Café, and there are only plastic ones. Are 

 there none for paper? 

 Lizzie: I will look into it. 

 Emily: The sink downstairs has a sign that it should not be disturbed. We will keep you 

 updated. 

 Eddie: The Special Collections Library closes at 7 pm, which seems really early. I heard 

 that it used to stay open longer. If you go there for a history assignment, you can only 

 get archived stuff there and it’s hard to get there if you have classes there all day. 

 Emily: I’d guess it’s because they have to have security stay that long and it would be 

 expensive. 

 Daniel: I can look into it. 

 Joanna: Can Academic Affairs look into publicizing what goes into enrollment times? 

 Elaine: I will look into that.  

 Brett: For Academic Affairs, can we see if there is a difference in times when it comes to 

 credits? Those graduating in December would need more priority.  

 Katie: If you are graduating a year early, you have to go the registrar to make you a 

 fourth year. I don’t know if there is a difference between December/spring graduations. 
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 Eric: I was wondering if they need space in Jefferson Scholar building at all times. I am 

 sure it has a lot of space, and as Hereford resident, it would be valuable. The population 

 might be willing to open up their space. 

 Katie: It’s managed by Jefferson Scholar Foundation, so it isn’t open by the university. 

 There’s probably less liability with fewer people. 

 Buzz: Especially during finals time, there would be significant push back.  

 Josh: Passover is coming up. We can’t eat leavened bread, and Nicole from dining 

 asked what she could do to improve it. I spent a long time writing an email and got no 

 response. They put bread in everything, and it seems like an easy fix. 

 Sarah: She is coming to gen body next week so you can speak to her in person. I will 

 send her an email to prep her.  

 Brett: Forward the email you wrote to her to me.  

Committee Reports 

 Anna: This Friday is the Speak Up UVA launch in Garden IX, from 4-6. I need help 

 manning the tables and setting up. Only 6 people signed up. 

 Emily: In order to have StudCo events, there should be more people signing up. 

 Between this and activities fairs, you can split the responsibility between chairs.  

 Anna: Invite people. We want this to be as successful as possible so we can let people 

 know that their concerns matter. Invite your friends and CIOs. Thanks. 

 Emily: Anna has killed it with Speak Up UVA promotions.  

 Eric: Make sure you share the marketing things. Posting links might not be as far 

 reaching as sharing. 

 Julia: Rachel and I are meeting with Athletic Department to discuss the Saber Points 

 program. We will talk to them about carryover. 

 Rachel: We aren’t sure on their timeline for our input. Slack us any immediate needs, 

 Otherwise, use Speak Up UVA.  

 Katie: Our first meeting of electoral engagement task force is april 22. We have reps 

 from many different groups. Darden students wanted to feel more involved, so keep 

 them in mind. A lot of our CIOs have brother/sister organizations between the schools. 

 We will create a list so they can put on events together. We may also have 1 StudCo 

 meeting at the law school per semester. They have a lot of funding and encourage us to 

 work with them. 
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 Lizzie: Next Tuesday at 7, the Sustainaforum will meet to share updates on internships, 

 and events. We are combining it with the Earth Week info session, which is in two 

 weeks. I will also promote Speak Up UVA. Thanks for the graphic to M&C. 

 Academic Affairs: We will promote Look Hoos Talking by tabling for that and various 

 other awards. The nominations have to be submitted by May 3, and we will Slack a link.  

 Brett: For Look Hoos Talking, can we have it at 7:30? It always coincides with gen bod 

 because it’s on Tuesdays. 

 Daniel: Thanks for filling out the survey for Student Memorial Garden. I will meet with 

 my group tomorrow to talk about what’s next. 

 Emily: You should have all of your applicants now which is exciting. 

Officer Reports 

 Eric: The website is in progress. This Friday I will get all leadership positions and the 

 constitution and bylaws posted. Keep sending blurbs to Anna.  

 Emily: Who sent out the form to write a blurb? 

 Anna: I will send that out. If you didn’t get a headshot, Slack us and we could set a time. 

 Emily: The website will hopefully be sent out on Friday, so have everything submitted 

 that you need to. 

 Jess: Where is the blurb information? 

 Eric: Can you send out a standard template? 

 Anna: Yes. 

 Alex Cu: Summer budget due Friday at noon. Slack to cabinet channel. When you turn 

 in a purchase request, send me an email with the appropriate format so I get 

 notifications. 

 Sarah: Student Memorial Service will be May 2, at 3:30 in Old Cabell. In the next week, 

 we will work on a publicity plan. We have all the applications for the student scholarship, 

 and I need a committee to review applications. If you would be willing to look over some, 

 I really need a hand. 

 Joanna: Make sure everyone got the Google Drive files that I shared. I suggest you pin 

 that on Slack so it doesn’t get lost. Also, we changed notification deadline to Saturday to 

 notify applicants whether they are rejected or accepted. If they applied to multiple, reach 

 out to other committees so you are on same page. 

 Mackenzie: Rolling Round 4 on Friday, last of the year. StudCo apps are closed for the 

 rest of the year. I am collaborating with Emily on the presidential senate. 
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 Emily: I am setting up email to student leaders on April 17th for the presidential senate. I 

 will ask leaders for feedback on structuring. Thanks for getting the term started off well, 

 you are all doing great. All hands on deck for Speak Up UVA on Friday, we need 

 everyone invested in supporting it. Drag people there to get food and t-shirts. I will be 

 coming up with new fun ways to promote it, we might paint Beta Bridge. Make sure to 

 sign up to help out. If you have questions on interviews, let me know. I sent out on Slack 

 how to choose diverse candidates.  

 Brett: Grab some food on the way out. Head to Kaleidoscope for the gender neutral 

 town hall. I had a productive meeting with Dean Peters and Jackson for HRL. Thank you 

 for bringing your concerns.   

The General Body meeting ended at 7:18 PM. 

The Representative Legislative Session was called to order at 7:20 PM. 

New Representatives were sworn in. 

 Brett: The only thing we have on the agenda is the bylaw amendment. This amendment 

 requires a reading and we must vote on a motion to table it. The floor is open after I read 

 it. The bill needs reforming. Basically it removes the Community Affairs, Student Life, 

 and Public Service committees, and officially creates community service committee.  

 Emily: Sarah was Public Service chair and we discussed the redundancies. Her 

 committee had a hard time to get their members to be involved. They thought it would be 

 helpful to combine them. It is combining project-based work and data driven work. 

 Student Life had miscellaneous work to do, and thought those could be integrated into 

 other committees.  

 Clara: I know this was an issue in the first meeting, the people felt that they weren’t 

 properly notified. I would want them to be. 

 Emily: At the beginning, we thought by combining them, we weren’t diminishing them 

 but reinforcing the ideas. People felt undermined, and we spoke with the committees. 

 Everyone should be on the same page now.  

 David: I was the chair of Community Affairs. I am actually very opposed to the 

 combination. You may remember that I was at the first meeting, and Joanna sent us an 

 apology email. At the time, it seemed like a decision I’d have to deal with, but now I think 

 that we should have an opinion on this decision. The main reason I am against this is 

 because they have different purposes. Community Affairs should be called Community 

 Development, but that sounds derogatory. We go into Cville to marshal resources from 

 UVA to Cville. My project was the toy library, which brought in toys that children could 

 rent out. We also have a website project, which is like Yelp in Cville for students. I am 

 excited about rating my leasing agency. You can give recommendations and warnings. 

 Some of these projects had crossovers and some don’t. You can’t combine 

 Sustainability and Buildings & Grounds; they have crossover but aren’t the same. All 
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 committees could combine their efforts but it wouldn’t be effective. We have two very 

 different committees, and combing them is a bureaucratic nightmare. The chairs now 

 need vice chairs which is the only way it could possibly work. I have no idea who this 

 benefits. Members are distanced from chairs and chairs from projects. I don’t think it is 

 Cville residents or students. I don’t see the value. Thanks. 

 Buzz: Is the Public Service chair here?  

 Emily: She left. We want to do what is best for StudCo. We didn’t think this would be 

 controversial.  I was a member of Public Service, and Community Affairs does a lot. 

 Public Service doesn’t have enough to do, without stepping on others toes.  

 Uhunoma: Given what David is saying, I talked to a fourth year who was on comm 

 affairs and said they were toe stepping. I can see how it has been issue and might be 

 resolved by merging them. By thinking about Student Life and Public Service, 

 community service engages Cville and the on grounds initiatives.  

 Emily: We talked to the chairs, and maybe changing name just to Public service would 

 be best for the merged group.  

 Uhunoma: Reps do a lot of what student life was supposed to be. All of these things 

 cover some definition of service, so Student Life could be integrated into that.  

 Emily: When you get into student service aspect, it collides with Madison house. The 

 two main programs carried over were Learning in Action, Service Scholar, and data in 

 trying to see what areas of the university get less service attention. 

 Alex Ci: A consideration that doesn’t involve amending bylaws, under Subsection C of 

 Article 4, we could go without committee chairs and have the new committee an ad hoc 

 committee that wouldn’t be a standing one. 

 Brett: We don’t want to set a precedent to use that loose of a definition of “shall”. The 

 bylaws say that committees have to have chairs. 

 Uhunoma: Bylaws still require the bill to create committee chairs. 

 Brett: Part of the ruling was that you can’t not fill those positions. That is why they were 

 included on the application with an asterisks. 

 Alex Ci: Did the rep body approve chairs? 

 Brett: We wanted to pass this legislation first. 

 Eddie: Have these committees discussed their structure? 

 Emily: David suggested having two separate groups with individual projects. From 

 chairs, they are trying to figure out exactly what they will do  

Motion to table SB16-11. Seconded. Passed 12:0:1. 
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The Representative Legislative Session ended at 7:38 PM. 


