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Minutes for February 28, 2017 
The General Body Meeting began at 6:32 PM. 

Roll Call 

Alex: In the past year, we have created six ad hoc committees to accomplish certain tasks that otherwise 
would not be addressed. In each of the bills that created these committees, it states that they are to 
deliver a report by February 28th, unless granted an extension of their operations for another year by 
the Chair of the Representative Body. I hereby grant a one-year extension to the UVIMCO 
Administration Study Committee, the Parking Advocacy and Research Committee, the Student 
Population and Affordable Housing, Research Committee, the University of Virginia Workers and 
Employees Research Committee, Common Read Research Committee, and the Printing and Copying 
Partners Committee.  

Sarah: This bill is a resolution to urge admin to reaffirm transgender protections. We worked with QSU 

to understand policies that individuals are being affected by federally. We heard many concerns at the 

march this weekend.  

GenBod 1: We don’t want there to be leeway to allow discrimination to happen. 

Austin: With task force in diversity engagement, is it just for that committee to work on it? 

Sarah: They would spearhead it, but include students from outside of StudCo as well to provide insight. 

Motion to vote. Seconded. Passed SR 17-11. 

Bryanna: Maeve led this, but the gist is that Friday, March 3 at 6 pm, there will be a procession from 

chapel to Jefferson school to celebrate the freeing of enslaved laborers in Charlottesville. 

Maeve: At 4, there’s a ceremony, 5 is the procession, and 6-8 is celebration at the Jefferson school. It 

very cool and in line with things that UVA and Charlottesville have been doing to contextualize our 

history. This is a recognition and awareness thing. We didn’t cosponsor because we weren’t sure how 

many students would be on grounds, and I wasn’t sure we could support it more fully. 

Brett: What about going forward? 

Maeve: That’s a project for next year, it will be on the same day every year. City Council made the 

proclamation a week ago so the timing was rough this year, but leaves a lot of opportunity for the 

future. Maybe it could be a special project. 

Motion to vote. Seconded. Passed SR 17-12. 

The Legislative Session Ended at 6:38. 

The General Body Meeting Began at 6:38 PM. 

Community Concerns 
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Jess: The North Grounds squash courts can be booked but others can’t. Many people don’t know there 

is a reservation system to use. Sabre points aren’t being accrued for Darden people, and they were 

actually getting deducted to have negative points. I am missing 15 points.  

Austin: Paper signs on bathrooms to use regardless of gender identity. Who put those up? 

GenBod 2: That was done through QSU before the march.  

Leeraz: Update on the Service Scholar program? I know we weren’t supposed to use the online thing, 

but hadn’t seen advertisements for anything new. 

Liam: Service Scholars was put on pause while we built the new system with Totem Apps. It is launching 

on March 30, 6-8 pm. The new site is fantastic, and is cleaner in terms of viewing logs. We are excited 

and hope you will all sign up. If you have logged hours in the past, we made it so that these would be 

integrated with the new site.  

AJ: I’m a second year here to speak about HB 1410 and 1886, which affect Access UVA. 1410 requires 

that 75% of students be in state and forbids in state money to go to financial aid. 1886 says increases in 

cost goes to out of state tuition. This affects the schools ability to meet all need of students, and the 

state council estimates the reduction will increase out of state costs to 160%. This reduces cultural and 

socioeconomic diversity at UVA. I propose that the StudCo Legislative Affairs committee draft a 

resolution in opposition, cosponsored by as many groups and people as possible. This should extend to 

other universities in Virginia, because they are equally important in demonstrating the impact of these 

bills. StudCo must devise alternative solutions. 

Brett: 1410 was defeated in the Senate, and StudCo had drafted a resolution against it. It was passed, 

and brought to the Senate. 1886 was not reported out of committee and tabled, I believe. StudCo is 

heavily monitoring and lobbying against those. 

AJ: What can we do to be prepared? 

Brett: I wrote a lot of that down and will share it with Legislative Affairs. We will actively and vigilantly 

prepare for future bills to build institutional memory. 

Brett: I heard from a couple of people over the weekend about an unusual number of police by the 

Rotunda during streaking hours. Students said they were detained and got UJC charges. Why is that 

occurring, and why are the officers caring now? 

Sarah: Maeve and I will follow up on that. 

Brett: One individual was not drinking, and said it had to do with public indecency.  

Emily: Never heard of people getting detained, and will look into it. 

Bryanna: I heard there is an issue with old dorms lighting by the circle, I will talk to Daniel. 
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Alex: You can’t use Discover cards at Greenberrys.  

Leeraz: More picnic tables? They’re expensive, so maybe we could do a woodshop competition.  

Emily: We’ll put Buildings & Grounds on it. 

Brett: Talk to dining about the Discover card, Sarah. 

Katie: The lights on the Clemmons staircase, now two of them are out, which makes it unsafe. 

Maeve: They don’t have plans to fix those for a while. They can fix lampposts but not things actually 

attached because they are affected by construction. We could push it as a safety concern.  

Bicentennial Commission Presentation  

Carrie: I am the executive director, and have worked here for 17 years. We are celebrating the past and 

envisioning the future. 

Bobby: I’m a Charlottesville native, and grew up here during the Civil Rights Movement.  

Maeve: We work to make our community include Charlottesville as well. 

Bobby: We are commemorating UVA’s history and encouraging engagement. It is not a fundraiser. 

Engagement means coming here, talking to Charlottesville and the world. This school was built because 

education was essential, and we have a few key dates to frame. October 6, 2017 is the official 200th 

anniversary of the cornerstone being laid. This laid our stake in the ground. It was followed by the 

Rockfish Gap commission, which was a meeting at a tavern to conclude that UVA would be the central 

college. January 2019 will celebrate the official legislative charter of UVA, and the 400th anniversary of 

slaves entering the US and the formation of the VA general assembly. Oct 6 is a Friday, and there’s a 

home game on Saturday. There will be an arts celebration on the lawn with light shows, and discussion 

of all aspects of our history. We are looking to get a popular a cappella group for Friday, and a concert 

Saturday night at JPJ. We will do a community cornerstone run with the Ragged Mountain Running Shop 

to involve the community. American History Guys are doing a presentation at the Paramount on 

Thursday night to focus on the history and future of higher education. It’s a good opportunity to explore 

race relations at UVA to look to the future. There will be a memorial for enslaved laborers, and a 

symposium on October 18. We are working with UNESCO to partner with Monticello to do something 

more in depth a few months after. In November, we are working with presidential precinct, Morven, to 

host a women’s leadership forum there in with some very important people. Network with friends, and 

if you want to do something, we have a website and awards to give if you would like to run a project.  

Sarah: We have a bicentennial committee outside of StudCo to have this conversation. I want StudCo to 

be on the forefront of mobilizing our peers to join this celebration. 

Carrie: We want volunteers and there are many ways to connect.  
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Bobby: This isn’t a shrine to the university but to tell the truth. We are looking to do a UVA documentary 

as well. There will be many opportunities for involvement. At UVA, students are often ahead of the 

curve on BOV topics. Heard of Chester Pierce? In 1949, Harvard came to Virginia to play football, but 

UVA athletic director wrote letter that said not to bring him. The team overruled the athletic director 

and he played anyways.  

Leeraz: Are we celebrating 1825 as well? 

Bobby: Sure, we aren’t bound by anything. There are many things to celebrate, and this can keep going. 

For Morven, we want it to be a center of women’s leadership if we can get people behind it.  

AJ: For the historical presentation, what committee is devising the presentation and choosing the 

central events? It will show our values.  

Bobby: We have a bicentennial commission with young alumni and students. I’m in charge of history 

commemoration, and am the faculty rep. We are trying to engage everyone we can, and now I have two 

full time jobs. We are open to all kinds of newer ideas and want to ensure student credit and 

involvement. Ralph Waldo Emerson spoke in the Rotunda in his 70’s. Let’s have students rewrite it as a 

contest with the same topic. UVA is so expansive, especially with the health system, and there is a lot of 

discuss. I think that race and misogyny will be important motifs, and also to celebrate President Sullivan.  

AJ: I few have ideas, who do we contact? 

Bobby: Email Carrie, we have a committee that meets regularly, bicentennial@virginia.edu. The greatest 

asset this university has is the undergraduate experience. You hold a lot of power, and it will be 

sustained as a powerful experience. I only came here for med school, so I lack the personal experience. 

AJ: What are the central values of the undergraduate program that makes us distinct? 

Sarah: Let’s talk after. 

Committee Updates 

Brett: Legislative Affairs is cosponsoring a nonpartisan event on Thursday. Free pizza and petition rally 

for statewide candidates for all campaigns. It will be in the amphitheater starting at noon. 

Sydney: The common reading experience committee met for first time today, and we talked about 

implementation and avenues, like COLA’s and ENWR’s. These have faculty boundaries. Maybe it could 

be continued through all years with significant events like rings ceremonies, commencement, etc. That 

would embody lifelong learning. We are trying to reach out to our peers that have a common reading 

experience at their school to ask for details and comments. We were considering doing it only for the 

college, but making it universal would be ideal. 

Emily: I think a stepping stone is the College trial run. Their new curriculum is really into the idea of a 

common reading experience.  

mailto:bicentennial@virginia.edu
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Sydney: We also discussed how it would be welcoming for transfers. It could be a novel or a dense 

article to matriculate with your class better. 

Josh: If you’re planning to continue the program after the pilot, make sure it isn’t included in 

ceremonies until all schools have been introduced to it.  

Officer Updates 

Maeve: The City Relations committee is putting on 3 part dialogue on refugee populations in 

Charlottesville, like they did around Thanksgiving. They will include an opportunities to speak to them, 

adopt the persona of a refugee, and a community follow up. The first one is March 20. Please share 

presidential search student feedback survey, I am going to bump that in Slack again. It will be closed 

right after spring break and we want a very comprehensive report.  

Ty: Last StudCo news of the term, send me updates. I will also include chair updates to inspire 

applications.  

Sarah: March 31, 1-3 pm, is Safe Space training. Please share the legislation that we are pushing before 

GenBod meetings to increase discourse and engagement.  

Emily: Shout out to Eric, he dealt with IT to let people vote using chrome. Elections are over. The 

meeting after break is the last one of the term. Transition ceremony on March 15th at noon. The 

following Monday at 7:30 will be a meeting to coach the new leadership.  

Alex: Tomorrow at 6:30 in Clark 108, the student BOV member is speaking to students, come if you want 

to ask questions. Committee chair applications are out, and due sat at 5 pm. Good job on community 

concerns. 

Emily: Phoebe and Erin are coming to the next meeting, so get the survey out for a better discussion. 

The General Body Meeting Ended at 7:25 PM. 

 


