
University of Virginia Student Council 
General Body Meeting  

Minutes for February 21, 2017 
The General Body Meeting began at 6:36 PM. 

Community Concerns 

Bryanna: Can you talk about StudCo elections? 

Alex: UBE does elections better than when StudCo ran elections, and eliminates bias. Also it’s just a 

better idea for an external independent body to hold elections.  

Brett: A couple people spoke to me about laptop chargers at the library, and it seems silly that’s there 

not enough. 

Bryanna: People aren’t getting fined for using it for too long. We could start enforcing the policy.  

Brett: I will follow up with Library Council. 

Alex SS: Social media and the elections are very overwhelming, people want to vote but feel that they 

haven’t had enough time to learn about everything. Maybe scattered elections would allow people time 

to learn more.  

Emily: They’ve told me is that it’s hard to get people to vote multiple times, so it lowers voter turnout. 

Other schools have restrictions on flyers and campaigning methods, so it’s easier to comprehend 

everything. UBE could do that in the future to have more structure. 

Alex SS: Also if they could post on their website, their five most important points or 2 sentences, it 

would help to streamline information. Then they could be much more informed in the process. 

Katie: On the website you can see their platforms, but it isn’t easy to find, so I think that’s a good point.  

David: Tomorrow we are having a Green Dot presentation in Wilson 301, feel free to come.  

Sarah: StudCo Green Dot training is in March. 

Austin: Safe space training is also in March.  

Sarah: Yes I submitted potential dates and will let you know. 

Committee Updates 

Luke: Exciting time for outreach, people are seeing the video and getting encouraged to vote. Please 

continue to share it, it’s on our YouTube page.  

Rachel: This Monday at the UNC game is the Gameday Challenge. It’s a recycling and composting 

competition with other ACC schools. 

Sydney: If anyone wants to be on the printing or Common Reading Experience ad hoc committees, let 

me know so I can get started on those initiatives. 
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David: I reached out to the legal aid justice center, so let me know if you are willing to visit lower income 

housing neighborhoods to help with a study. 

Emily: The Common Reading Experience is making progress as well.  

Sydney: I’ve spoken to the SEAS committee and will reach out to ENWR professors as well. 

Officer Updates 

Alex: I got in the budget reallocation request forms, and will get to those ASAP. 

Maeve: City council meeting tonight, and one of the members is being petitioned for removal. Members 

have been participating in affordable housing forums, and we are doubling the money allocating to the 

fund in Cville. Campaigns for November city council elections have started and you may be contacted. 

City relations committee will hold a 3-part refugee community dialogue starting after spring break in 

order to make connections, learn about programs and resettlement processes. It will be more 

institutionalized this time around. I’ve been working on the presidential search committee, and 

everyone on Slack has been sent a form to complete the survey. Share it after elections probably. Now 

we have 70 responses, and it hasn’t been pushed a whole lot yet. It’s a great opportunity for StudCo to 

have impact.  

Ty: Circulate the president survey, and encourage your friends to vote in the election.  

Mackenzie: Semiannual and first rolling round are over, next one is tomorrow night. I’m doing a general 

recruitment for the video project, so keep an eye out.  

Sarah: What do you think about the chair orientation? 

Alex SS: I like being able to see everyone easily.  

Luke: If we have overflow, do people stand? 

Maeve: We go get more chairs.  

Luke: We have to figure out the bounds of making people stand. 

Alex: If there’s a meeting that we expect a lot of people to come to, we can switch up the format as 

necessary. The circle is good for general meetings. 

Sydney: I like having a surface. 

Sarah: Next week we’ll have the Bicentennial Commission co-directors give us an overview. Please 

remind your committee members who are on the commission to come to GenBod. UndocuAlly training 

is tomorrow night with pizza. Attendance is really critical to our relationship with them. Keep eye out for 

Green Dot and Safe Space trainings. 
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Emily: I need to talk to Jess and Safety & Wellness. I’m working on my transition docs and hope you are 

too.  

Sarah: I have Starbucks gift cards to give to the best transition docs. 

Alex C: Student concerns were incorporated in 1969, and it has changed how StudCo is able to respond 

to students’ concerns. Please bring friends, ask questions, and seek out the issues.  

The General Body Meeting Ended at 6:53 PM. 

 


