
University of Virginia Student Council 
General Body Meeting  

Minutes for February 14, 2017 
The Representative Body meeting was called to order at 6:32 PM 

Roll Call  

Alex: First bill is for a new CIO, presented by Ty.  

Ty: I didn’t personally review this CIO, but Mackenize suggested it pass. 

Brett: It’s the moot court one? For funding, won’t they request a ton of money we don’t have?  

Ty: It’s at the discretion of appropriations. 

Emily: There would be a lot of travel involved. 

Brett: And it’s international. 

Emily: We have a max for plane tickets. 

David: To reiterate, Mackenzie approved this? 

Alex: Yep.  

Sydney: Is it related to the preexisting moot court? 

Emily: They must have proved a significant difference. 

Charles: It is strictly tax court issues so not the same stuff.  

Motion to vote. Seconded. Passed. 

Brett: I met with Dining and our survey numbers were drastically different. What do we want to do to 

make them more responsive to our concerns? 

The General Body Meeting began at 6:36 PM. 

Community Concerns 

Emily: Do you think the difference is the pool of people we ask being much different? Or is there 

something fundamentally wrong? 

Brett: We tabled outside of the dining hall, and they collected solely from people with plans or in the 

dining plan. Even accounting for that, they are very different. 

Emily: So general experience was very different? Anything else? 

Brett: One of the common findings was consistently positive experiences with the staff, regardless of 

food quality. We asked them to compare to other schools, and Tech and JMU were rated much better. 
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David: There’s a grass is always greener issue, JMU students might say the opposite. If we want to 

improve, we need very specific requests for Dining leadership.  

Emily: It might also be fair to suggest that they get a more representative pool of applicants.  

Rachel: Could you Slack out the results? 

Brett: Yes, still going through the comments and trying to code it. The biggest unrepresented concerns 

are from those that don’t purchase meal plans. Convenience isn’t good enough for them.  

Emily: I am wondering if legislative action is not the best move but rather us saying more personally that 

they get a more representative pool. 

Brett: We also have a great relationship with Dining and I don’t want to hurt that. They would also like 

to have a town hall in the future co-hosted with them. 

David: Did anyone read the article about STI prices? At Student Health, you can get tested for a very 

high price, whereas in Albemarle they have free clinics. I think we could put together an ad hoc 

committee to do research and figure out potential funding. I could write a bill, or you could just reach 

out to me. 

Brett: The article was misleading because those tests are typically covered by health insurance as 

preventative measures. Most of it is covered except more specific diagnostic tests, and UVA requires 

every student to have health insurance.  

Rachel: Someone mentioned how you can’t have food in academic spaces. There are a few spaces that 

do, but they fill up quickly.  

Daniel: Can you be more specific? 

Rachel: Any room on the Source. Many CIOs garner interest with food. Clark, Nau, Monroe, Minor, and 

Maury don’t allow it. 

Daniel: I can look into it. 

Bryanna: Talk to Gwen Stewart. I always tell CIOs to have it somewhere else, or take your trash out.  

Maeve: If people think it’s useful, spaces like this can have food in the hallways. We could make a list 

with such loopholes and details about nearby food locations. 

Emily: Want to follow up with Gwen? We’ll find out if we can get any leeway on that. 

Eric: I have a concern about bus detours. It started in August that all buses going by stadium couldn’t go 

in front of AFC. That was supposed be over, but they extended it 14 more days, and then now another 

detour has happened. I am fine with an explanation, but am just wondering why it isn’t happening 

during breaks. 
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Jess: They did a lot during winter break.  

Brett: I talked to a dean and he said that the city does a lot of it, so maybe we can get Transloc to 

update.  

Emily: We can publish detours on StudCo news. 

Eric: They post detours but not reasons. 

Maeve: UVA is in Albemarle County, so I can reach out to figure out the concrete timeline for StudCo 

news.  

Robert: One of my friends wanted something in Newc Ballroom but you can’t have outside food. 

Emily: There are restrictions to university approved options. 

Dean Allen: The university is tied to a dining contract, which is a challenge for some spaces. 

Emily: I’ve heard about it a lot so I can talk to Dean Pattie about the contract.  

Maeve: No restrictions on the hallway space nearby, which isn’t ideal but still an option.  

Emily: I asked about Open Grounds, and Dean Groves is going to talk to the professor in charge about 

the funding issue for security.  

Sarah: Outreach filmed a video, and I just posted it in GenBod. If you want to share it on Facebook, 

please do.  

Officer Updates 

Emily: Presidential search committee survey went out on Monday, and I think our goal is to come up 

with a report about what students are looking for. Please share the link to expand participation. Still 

working on Range issue, and Open Grounds. 

Alex: If you are a rep and want to write legislation, and get it to me by Sundays at 6. 

Ty: Send me updates! It would be very helpful. 

The General Body Meeting Ended at 6:54 PM. 

 


