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The General Body meeting was called to order at 6:34 PM 

Roll Call- Roll was taken.  

Phoebe: They want to increase enrollment by 400 students in the next couple of years, or by swapping 

100 out of state students for in state students. The board wants to know how students feel about this, 

with an emphasis on issues like waitlists, CAPS, and dorms. Is there an interest in increasing enrollment? 

I want to hear both perspectives. Paw2vg@virginia.edu. Send me an email with your thoughts, and 

preferably details on your opinion. Another suggestion was to cut out of state financial aid. Let me know 

your thoughts. I talked to Emily and Zaakir, so I think StudCo will send out a poll on Thursday to get the 

full student body opinion. I want to have a poll to show the board. I just wanted to let you know that it 

was a concern, and want to hear your perspectives.  

Brett: Can you give us some context? 

Phoebe: UVA’s last enrollment increase plan was 2011-2017, but we finished it in the fall. The state is 

looking to continue the increase. It costs UVA money to bring in in-state students, with new amenities 

and faculty. The state does not want to provide any extra funding for this. There’s a lot of pressure on 

legislators from certain districts that have a high number of applicants to UVA. UVA has a much higher 

turn down rate, I think it’s almost double.  

Jocelyn: Given current resources, I would say no. So many departments are underfunded like computer 

science, and the music department as well. I can’t imagine having more students. 

David: Why 400 students specifically? 

Phoebe: I don’t know all the details. I think they want to increase it as much as possible. 

GenBod 1: I don’t know if we get federal funding, but would that change? 

Phoebe: I don’t know enough to give you an answer. I can ask that and report back to Emily. In terms of 

students individually, it would be more need based funding.  

Brett: Is there any discussion on how over enrollment in 2018 had an impact? 

Phoebe: That has not been a discussion at the board level. JMU and Virginia Tech just announced high 

enrollment plans, and currently this year, there are enough in state spots at all institutions for all 

graduating students to be placed. The quality of the education should be taken in to account. 

Emily: Why cut financial aid? 

Phoebe: The state legislature feels that we don’t need to provide aid to out of state students.  

Brett: Does any other state do that? 

Phoebe: UVA is one of 2 public schools that are need blind. When you are admitted, UVA has no idea 

how much you can pay. UVA and UNC are the only schools that do that for in state and out of state.  
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Zaakir: That is being proposed by a lawmaker in NOVA, who is saying that in state tuition should go to 

out of state financial aid.  

Phoebe: You shouldn’t be in danger at all. Out of state tuition funds out of state aid. I also think the bill 

talks about putting a cap on how much state money can go to out of state students. 

GenBod 2: Would it be 400 total? 

Phoebe: 100 per year. 

Eddie: How many are in each class now? 

Regina: First years are at 3700. 

Phoebe: The computer science department is run through the E-school, so it’s separate from the college 

if you wanted to direct the concerns. 

Emily: We’ll send out a survey on Thursday. As soon as that goes out and we get enough voices, we can 

make an impact. 

Phoebe: Besides a survey, is there any other method of communication that you think would be helpful? 

Michael: It’s being pushed on the Board of Visitors, right? 

Phoebe: Yes, and they want the opinion of the students and faculty. 

Emily: We are working with Legislative Affairs to make sure our voice is heard for the bill. 

Eric: Why would students benefit from an increase? 

Phoebe: If you add a 100 people, you add 100 perspectives. Also, I’ve heard that high school graduation 

rates will grow in VA over the next 5 years, so all schools should increase enrollment. 

Eddie: When was the last time there was an increase in student size and research its affects? 

Phoebe: That would be just now, and it is hard to evaluate that data. I could work on that soon.  

Luke: An idea might be to put the info in the CavDaily, to inform people and get feedback.  

Phoebe: I created a Facebook page so we can put events, the agenda for the board meetings, and I can 

post my newsletter. I want the info to be accessible, and I could work with the CavDaily.  

Emily: We also have an article coming out tomorrow. 

Phoebe: The most important thing is to let each student voice be heard. 

Sarah: If you wanted to share info, put the Facebook page at the end of the survey. 

Phoebe: Feel free to email me. 
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Sarah: We were going to have legal services present, but they cancelled. They will come soon. 

Community Concerns 

Jocelyn: People want a roof on the top floor of Gooch Dillard, for snow and sun protection.  

Daniel: I know they are finishing up renovations there, and might not want to touch it again.  

Maeve: Facilities does do a good job of making it safe there, I never had a problem as an RA there. 

David: How did the UGuides room go? 

Daniel: Who is in charge of it? It was hard to figure out where to go to find it. The problem is that 

because it’s so small, it’s hard to work as a public space. I couldn’t even force myself to go into the 

room. There were people in there talking, and if I had gone in, I would have been in their conversation. 

Public spaces should be bigger so people can be more comfortable. It’s tough because people don’t 

know it’s there, it looks now like someone’s living room, and feels like you are walking in on someone’s 

place. It is cluttered. I think that next semester, we could work to change the furniture and clean it up. 

Emily S: I can give you the provost’s contact. 

Emily: There won’t be a consensus reached on the Jefferson quote. In the next year we have the 

Bicentennial Celebration, but there is a portion of UVA that feels differently about him than others. I 

think then we can have speakers come talk to shed light on Jefferson to represent all perspectives. 

Sarah: We will have someone come speak about the Bicentennial. 

Luke: For whom is StudCo advocating? Especially this year, there’s been a lot of resolutions passed 

advocating for some but not all. We are representatives, and some of us have special interests. I think 

we should choose whether we are representing or advocating when we do resolutions.  

Sarah: Bryan Kelley is also talking with UGuides about a forum with the history department to talk about 

Jefferson’s role here past, present, and future. 

Austin: Have you reach out to Nell? 

Sarah: Not yet. 

Luke: In the future when there is divided representation, is there a plan for how we discuss and choose 

to act? 

Emily: That comes down to the reps, who are in charge of resolutions and what they want to pass. If 

there is a divisive issue, someone will decided if they want something to be written about it.  

David: There’s a problem with Range grad housing not being available in the summer. This affects med 

students most, and we deduced that it has to do with Event Services acquiring the ability to use the 

Range over students.  
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Emily: I looked into that last summer, and the change was made because they said there wasn’t enough 

demand. I think we are hearing that the need exists, but it needs to be vocalized more. Jess said that 

people have requested it, and they say it wasn’t allowed, so it’s circular.  

Brett: There was a letter during the past two years. If we continue the pattern, we could make a change. 

Emily: One of my points was that med students need housing for the whole year, so they would be less 

inclined pursue the Range. 

Alex: From what I understand, they could live there on the summer not too long ago, but the issue was 

an issue a decade ago. For some reason administration changed their minds again. 

Emily: We could explore a couple rooms every year to block off. Then that would become part of the 

range applications, and students would have to apply to live there a full year. 

David: We think Event Services has something to do with it. 

Emily: People can stay there for certain events. Do you want to meet with SR of the range? There’s a 

chair of the range, and we can talk about the application? 

Alex: In 2006, StudCo passed a resolution supporting the Range housing.  

Committee Updates 

Ty: Winter Activities Fair registration is open! It will be Friday, Jan 27 from 11-2. We need volunteers.  

Jack: I’m meeting with Career Center reps to discuss a pilot program for alumni mentoring, and 

incorporating CIOs in to the startup fair next semester. 

Sarah: CAPS update? 

Madalyn: Ben and I will meet with them hopefully before finals. 

Gabby: We hosted HOOliday Dining over thanksgiving break, and provided $2500 of food for students.  

Officer Updates 

Eric: I’d like everyone to think about what you want to see the website used for. A lot of us are content 

with it, but if you had a pressing need, let me know. We are excited about the website, but at the end of 

the day, it’s a matter of whether just I can manage it. Are you happy with where it is right now?  

Maeve: From the registrar. Charlottesville had 22,565 voters, which is the highest in any election. Shout 

out to Legislative Affairs! Also city council has launched a tool called Balancing Act where you can 

balance the city budget yourself. Budget season is coming up, so if you have any questions, come talk to 

me. This Friday is the Grand Illumination, which is Charlottesville’s equivalent event to LOTL. At 8 PM, 

free screening of Elf at the paramount. The toy drive and craft fair are all day. City council will be 

meeting on Monday at 7 pm, which might be especially interesting due to recent events. 
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Ty: If you have any updates, send them to me by tonight. We have a number of events going on with 

StudCo as a whole that we need help promoting. Please share and promote. Diversity Town Hall is 

Friday, and we need to support it. We’re doing an order of quarter zips and long sleeve t-shirts.  

Mackenzie: I will be making t-shirts, they will be dope. Look out for an email with a mock up. My job is 

done for the year, all the money is given out. For the video project, we’re working on a mock-up vid with 

Hack Cville, which will come out shortly after break. Convince your friends to submit their own footage. 

Sarah: We have 352 people in StudCo, and the number of Slack messages is not enough. Let’s be more 

involved and engaged. Share things on Facebook with your friends. Let’s raise the bar for event 

promotion. Sorry about the lack of chairs, next semester I will make sure we meet in a bigger space. This 

Friday, 11-5 is the Diversity and Inclusion Town Hall, with sessions from 1-4. This is a critical event after 

the Eliminate the Hate campaign. We want your voices there. On Saturday, there is Framer’s Day from 2-

5 in Newc 177, and we are looking at how StudCo operates. Stop by if you’re interested. After break, I 

am working on internal efficiency analytics to make recommendations. Reach out if you’re stressed.  

Emily: Application for student advisory committee will go out this week on Thursday. LOTL is Thursday!  

Brett: Voter shuttles moved over 1032 students, which is exciting for its first year. That was really 

exciting. Update on dining reusable cups, we were confused why the pricing went up. It is $29/39 if you 

have a meal plan; if you don’t have the meal plan, its $39/49. Starting tomorrow, you can get them at 

West Range. Our dining survey results differ widely from the one run by UVA dining. Over winter break, 

reps will do research on peer institutions for comparison. If you want to help, reach out to me. Similarly, 

Safety & Wellness has a UTS survey, and I also need responses on the insurance survey. A message from 

financial aid is that they need you to fill out the aid forms. It should be simpler and quicker. I want to 

reiterate that if there is a concern you want us to take on, please contact me or a rep. After Phoebe’s 

talk, I have an issue that I want to take up as an out of state student receiving financial aid.  

The General Body meeting ended at 7:22 PM. 

The Representative Body Meeting began at 7:38 PM. 

Brett: We have quorum. Let’s talk about David’s bill to amend the bylaws. 

Bryanna: Was there need to allow for committee to be made up of outside students? 

David: We are doing a pilot thing to see if it goes well, and then will expand it to general students. The 

amendment has two parts, one part says that every rep has a duty to serve on committees, making it 

the expectation not the exception. It ensures that a rep is on every committee. It also says that the 

constitution changes will be enacted after the next election. We are providing new ad hoc committees 

to represent the issues so we can take action.  

Austin: For the ad hoc committee on parking, does Daniel have to be on that as well? 
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David: Ad hoc wouldn’t be under standing committees; it would be separate with reps on them. 

Anybody who is rep, chair, or StudCo exec could be on the committees.  

Michael: This is just an edit to current ad hoc committees. 

Bryanna: So we work to form ad hoc committees based on the standing ones? 

David: it encourages us to work better with each other. It’s a presidential committee with substantial 

connections.  

Alex: Do you have to be on Sustainability to be on sustainability related committee? 

David: Anyone can create it, but they should definitely be involved.  

Austin: To revisit membership requirements, I don’t see why we only involve StudCo. Particularly for 

CIOs, it seems a natural addition. 

David: Right now, the committees are so small that we don’t want to bite off more than we can chew. I 

want to expand in the future, but first make it small to prove that it would work.  

Austin: If there are CIOs trying to accomplish the same things, I felt like it would be less work and more 

action is we collaborated. I think we should make the judgement call case by case. 

David: I said it would just be small at the beginning, I don’t think CIOs would degrade the success.  

Sarah: We’ve had a lot of debate, maybe leave this for Framer’s Day. I think having committee 

perspective would be helpful. I’m not opposed but I think adding other perspectives on Saturday before 

voting would help. 

Mackenzie: Creating legislation that would add more bureaucracy is not what we want. 

Alex: With regard to the amendment, it’s not closing off CIOs. I don’t think it adds substantial changes to 

StudCo, but it gives us more flexibility.  

David: We could do a friendly amendment to make it more obvious that GenBod members can be on it. 

Bryanna: I think it’s barring by requiring a rep majority. 

David: I don’t think the rep body should be creating real standing committees. If we want to make new 

committees, that’s a different issue. We want to have reps on ad hoc committees. 

Alex: Ad hoc committees will function as normal, with more involvement from the rest of StudCo.  

Mackenzie: If you have people more involved, it will overburden them. Committees are too big as it 

stands. Adding committees is the same as adding people to committees. 

Brett: This bill is to clarify who can serve on these committees. 
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Alex: There was an ad hoc committee made a month ago, and is causing no suffering to my knowledge. 

Eddie: The committee makes reps closer to the rest of StudCo.  

Brett: It reinforces student concerns being brought back to GenBod, and would make us more efficient.  

Motion to vote. Seconded. 12:3:2. FB16- Bill to Amend the Bylaws of the Constitution Passes.  

Brett: Next week, there will be a resolution on Range housing, and a resolution to push UVA to ensure 

voter shuttles going forward. I also would like to write a position on enrollment and financial aid issues.  

The Representative Body Meeting Ended at 7:57 PM. 


