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The General Body meeting was called to order at 6:33pm. 

 

Brett Curtis: Start off with two very special guests tonight. President Theresa Sullivan and 

Anthony  

 

Theresa Sullivan, President of University of Virginia: Good evening everyone, I will be 

talking about federal, state, and local issues. I learned about an hour ago Attorney 

General Herring has filed a lawsuit against Trump. The argument is being made on 

Constitution grounds that the Executive Order is illegal. There are already a number of 

court orders involved. Most are temporary restraining orders (Dulles) or temporary 

injunctions (Boston) letting the detainees in the airports see lawyers. The situation is 

very confused. I would be lying if I told you I understood what is going on. The very first 

thing we did was to reach out to anyone who might reasonably be impacted by this 

order. We have not found anyone who has been stranded, detained, or prevented from 

the US. Our advice to any UVA students and faculty is to simply not travel out of the U.S. 

currently. We can’t guarantee anything at this point, so that is the safest option. Another 

important topic is that we don’t reveal information about anyone if we don’t have your 

permission or if we are ordered by law (subpoena or court order). It is also important for 

us to find out about family members. If we have family members of employees and 

students who are in a difficult situation the University can use private money to get legal 

help. I would like to know about anyone in that situation myself. We also have a list of 

immigration attorneys who work pro bono. I can’t say much else about the Executive 

Order and I can’t say if this is the last thing to come from Washington that will affect us. 

Given the lack of permanent personnel at numerous agencies (Justice, Homeland 

Security), there may be a pause to get more people confirmed before more Executive 

Orders. With respect to DACA we have heard both things. My understanding is that 

there is a divide in the White House on DACA. The President has expressed that he 

wishes to solve it favorably. 

 

President Sullivan: Now onto state matters. Many are concerned about HB 2001, which is 

a little ambiguous, requiring universities to cooperate with immigration employees. That 

bill was tabled today in subcommittee. This doesn’t mean the bill is dead, but it is very 

unusual for a whole committee to take it off the table. We are following 700 bills in the 

legislature right now, we are really aware. I spent nine days in January in Richmond 

talking to legislatures. We are still two weeks from the crossover date, when the bills 

from Senate go to House and bills from House go to Senate. One thing I feel I can tell 



you with fair certainty is that UVa will get a cut in its appropriations. I can tell you what 

has been proposed. Last year the state gave us an increase in our appropriations. Then 

the state took that away, making a large deficit in our budget. These projections are 

more of an art than a science. The governor, for the current fiscal year cut about 1.5 

million from our budge. Next year he is calling back 10.5 million, 3.4 million would be a 

one-time-cut while the remaining 7.1 million would be a permanent cut. The intention 

of this is to give UVA a larger cut in the state appropriations relative to smaller state 

Universities. We have been planning for a cut of as much as 14 million dollars. This bill 

has to go through both houses, conference committee, and other steps before it passes. 

Our goal is to reduce the amount of money we may lose from the state as much as 

possible. 

 

President Sullivan: Next I want to touch on House Bill 1410. The University has two 

people working full time in Richmond Laura Fornash and Ashley Meyers. There is no bill 

that concerns the university that we are not paying attention to. This bill prohibits 

colleges and universities to use in state tuition revenue to provide financial aid to out of 

state statues. We already don’t do this, so it is not a problem to us. The tuition used for 

financial aid from VA residents only goes to them, and the tuition money used from out 

of state students only goes to financial aid of other out of state students. The second 

clause only allows us to use 5% of out of state tuition for financial aid, which is bad for 

us. The hope is to eventually endow AccessUVa, but we are a long way from getting 

there. Right now, we need to use some of the tuition revenues to fund AccessUVa. We 

are worried about this for UVA and a bunch of other schools in VA (especially Virginia 

State, which is predominantly black and must use a large amount of tuition revenue to 

fund financial aid). I believe this bill is short sided, some legislatures believe financial aid 

is a bad thing, but we at the university believe it is a great thing by helping the people 

who can’t pay. I have been in one-on-one conversations with members of General 

Assembly. I want to tell you about an argument I’ve heard. A senator has told me this: 

“When I go to Walmart I know what I will pay for something, I don’t get charged more 

for it because I earn more money”. I personally don’t think of us as the Walmart of 

Higher Education. I said to him: “senator, when you pay for a student to come to UVA, 

you pay for the whole package. You are paying for machines in the physics lab, even if 

your son doesn’t become a physics major. You’re paying for books in the library even if 

your daughter doesn’t become a English major.” I have had conversations with Student 

Council Legislative Affairs members and we will help in anyway way to spark these 

productive dialogues. 

 

President Sullivan: Now on to local issues, there will be a new president of the University 

most likely after graduation in 2018. The Board of Visitors is seeking many voices on 

this, including the student voice. The search committee when I was elected had one 



undergrad and one graduate student. There are no official rules that they need to follow 

for this process. Also, alongside my recommendation, the Board of Visitors is admitting 

100 new Virginians to UVA next year. This was a release value that kept other bills from 

being past. Only 50 of these students would be first time, first years, but we also admit 

students in Spring and Summer. 35 students started school this year in January. One of 

the stipulation is that we must give a preference to Engineering and Architecture 

students. They have the room for students and this will minimize the impact on the 

College of Arts and Sciences. Our applicant pool is up 13% from last year. The other 50 

students will be transfer students. We have capacity for these students, particularly in 

some majors. I am encouraging the Dean of Admissions to speak with community 

college where we are most likely to have space available (strategic foreign languages). 

Also, in past we required SAT scores of applicants from community colleges. This was 

very detrimental to older students, especially those who had served in the military. We 

were the only school who required this. Other two doors for these new students are 

summer and fall admissions. The college is experiencing with “Summer Start in London” 

with 25 students. And looking at the possibility of summer start in other places in the 

world. There are other options than coming in as a fall first year. The other door for 

students is through the School of Continuing and Professional studies to adults across 

VA who don’t have their degree yet. Most of this work is delivered online and many 

students don’t come to Grounds except the day they walk the Lawn on Final Exercises, 

so it wouldn’t be a drain on our resources. Many graduates have commented on how 

fulfilling a program this is. 

 

Katie Brandon: Thank you for coming. Will you be taking same opposition position you 

have in the past on the Grain Alcohol bill?  

 

President Sullivan: I got quoted in the Richmond Times saying it was a “Date Rape Drug”. 

I said that because grain alcohol is 151 proof, clear orderlies, tasteless, why would you 

want that? One reason is you are a predator. You are going to drop it in a drink of 

someone who doesn’t know. This can lead to dangerous situations. It has been used in 

deceptive ways since I have been in college. Some argue that it could be used as paint 

thinner, but you can just go to Lowes for that, you don’t need to get your paint thinner 

from an ABC store. It will be used experimentally for five years. This gives us an 

opportunity to see the track record on this. 

 

Gen Bod Member 1: Is there any indication that the Executive Order or future Executive 

Orders could affect other University Students, including those studying abroad? 

 

President Sullivan: We are closely monitoring study abroad programs. We don’t want 

students to go abroad and get trapped. We will spend time counseling on which states 



are not safe. Already Iran has reciprocated with restraints against the US. Might be those 

countries who don’t require visas. We can really only speculate now. My advice is to stay 

alert and think about it before you go somewhere. If this truly is just a pause, we 

shouldn’t be worried about going home at the end of the semester. If not, we will have 

more conversations. There will be a forum in Gilmer Hall 130 on February 7th to pull 

together all the info we have and try to find answers to questions. I’m not very satisfied 

either. 

 

Gen Bod Member 2: The Cavalier Daily said you and the Provost would protect the status 

of immigrant/undocumented students. What ultimately led you to go public with this 

decision? 

 

President Sullivan: We had gone public with it last semester, and we wanted to reinforce 

it. It is not just undocumented and immigrant students; we protect the privacy of all of 

you. We are not making distinctions, we protect the privacy all of our students, up to the 

point of a court order. 

 

Gen Bod Member 2: In the report you made it specifically for immigrant students. 

 

President Sullivan: We were asked that specific question. 

 

Luke: Is there any way for you to wave your rights as a student unwillingly/un 

knowingly? 

 

President Sullivan; You would need to sign. 

 

David Birkenthal: So, was this a policy change? 

 

President Sullivan: No. 

 

Austin Gogal: do you know if this has affected anyone out of the country? 

 

President Sullivan; We keep a database of professors/staff. For students, it is more 

difficult, but we believe that everyone is back to the best of our knowledge. This is 

because we had already started our semester. The harder group is Medical Student and 

Post-Doctoral Candidates because they are not in our central database, but we have 

reached out to UVA Med HR. 

 

Gen Bod 3: You mentioned there are a lot of contacts for counseling, can you specify? 

 



President Sullivan: Susan Davis is attorney who has been meeting with DACA students. 

For other students, the international studies office is where to go because they have 

studied immigration law. If they can’t answer they will send you to UVA General Counsel 

who can get outside help. 

 

Gen Bod 3: What about counseling? 

 

President Sullivan: Susan Davis is the best to talk to. 

 

Brett: Will UVA make a public statement against the Executive Order? 

 

President Sullivan; No, I don’t think this would do any good. Lawmakers don’t pay 

attention to University Statements, but pay attention to constituents. Better action 

would be for all of you to write, call your representatives and that can have a large 

effect. Because we are a state agency, making a statement can cause a lot of pushback. 

We as a state agency are expected to be not partisan, neither blue or red. That doesn’t 

prevent our faculty form doing it or our lawyers in law school to debate whether it is 

constitutional. Certainly open to free speech. 

 

Gen Bod 4: The Police Chief told you he has no reason to ask for immigration status? 

There are instances when UVA students have been asked their status or SSN. Do all of 

the police officers know this? 

 

President Sullivan: As far as I know, they should all know this. If you find any other 

situations, please let me know.  

 

Gen Bod 3: Mayor of Charlottesville has called the city a City of Resistance? How will UVa 

play in this? 

 

President Sullivan: We had members of our administration there, so we are aware.  

 

Gen Bod 3: Will UVa support? 

 

President Sullivan: There is nothing to support right now, too soon to speculate what 

that might mean. 

 

President Sullivan: Thank you for letting me come. 

 

Emily Lodge: Thank you so much for coming to speak with us. Now we will go into 

legislation first. 



 

Legislative Session 

 

Brett: We are going in a bit of a different order to hear a diversity of thoughts for 

legislative session. We will do attendance first to ensure we have quorum. There are 

20/23 reps present. Legislation will require 11 votes to pass. 

 

Brett: First resolution is against VA House Bill 1410. Two members will be going to 

Richmond tomorrow so this is very important. UVa is one of 2 public institutions that is 

need blind and meeting 100% of need. This house bill would put a cap on the number 

of out of state students admitted. I will turn it over to thoughts, ideas, and discussion. 

 

Austin: I think this is very necessary. I’ve met a lot of students from various states, 

various countries and have my perspective broadened. Necessary proposal to come 

together as a student body to encourage all of our students to remain at UVa and 

promote future diversity. 

 

David: Motion to Vote 

 

Alex Cintron: Second. 

 

Brett: On 19-0-1 vote, bill passes. 

 

Brett: The second bill calls for the permanent adoption of student voter transportation 

shuttles on general election dates. On election day, this past year over 1,000 students 

utilized the service. This helped to have as large of a voter turnout as 2008 election. The 

current SAF guidelines do not allow funds to be used for labor. Thankfully the Center for 

Politics, Parents Fund, and VPSA office helped with the funding.  

 

David: I would be amiss if we didn’t thank the work of 3 student council members, Katie 

Brandon, Zaakir Tameez, Elizabeth Connolly. All three made sure this initiative occur. 

 

Alex: Motion to Vote. 

 

Austin: Second. 

 

Brett: 20-0 that resolution passes. 

 

Brett: Let’s start jumping into student concerns. 

 



Gen Bod Member 5: Witnessed 2 car accidents within 24 hours, no emails were sent out. 

Is it possible to let us know the conditions of general accidents with university students 

like this. Also, spoke with a police officer on the corner one night and he told me the 

condition of one, but not the other.  

 

Emily: If the university think that it is an ongoing threat, we are notified, but car 

accidents specifically I haven’t heard about. 

 

Gen Bod 5: This was a car hitting a student. 

 

Emily: We can also get in touch with people to put in signs. Where was this? 

 

Gen Bod 5: Old dorms between the chemistry building and on Lee Street. 

 

Madalyn Kimlick: We are having a meeting with Officer Rexroad about these incidents to 

see how students should be alerted about these situations. 

 

Sarah Kenny: I have heard concerns about students illegally parking in handicapped 

spaces. I was wondering about enforcement and how many spots are available. 

 

Austin: Accessibly in general at UVA I have heard is just really bad. I would suggest an 

extensive study to make sure buildings are much more handicapped accessible. In 

addition to the parking crisis. 

 

David: UVA claims that anywhere on grounds you should be able to see a light post. 

Could we work with safety and wellness to try to extend this a little past UVA grounds. 

Especially Montebello Circle.  

 

Maeve Curtin: Daniel, would the mobility working group in the Slack work on solving the 

issues Austin and Sarah brought up? 

 

Daniel McGovern: Yes. I will be going to one of the meetings. 

 

Brett: Today they ran a test of the emergency system. I knew it was a test, but still was 

scared because the alarm went off for 25 seconds, but there was a delayed text and 

email with more information. 

 

Madalyn: That concern has been brought up, it deals with the way the system has been 

built, but we would love to bring it up again. 

 



Gen Bod 2: The chairs in the first floor of Coem are not suitable for long working times. 

Is there any way those could change? 

 

Sarah: Is library council here? 

 

Gen Bod 6 (Eddy): Some of the lights on the stairs on the back of clem are out. This is 

dangerous. 

 

Madalyn: We are doing a light tour soon and are targeting that area too. We also know 

of the ice situation. 

 

Maeve: Because the light is out, I will get that taken care of. 

 

Emily: Any other student concerns? Library council would you like to come up and 

introduce yourselves. Thank you so much for coming. Sarah brought up many of our 

issues are library related. 

 

Sam Carr (Library Council): I am currently co-chair to Library Council. Student group that 

allows foot in door to library concerns. This happened with Clem 2. This year we have 

been focused on outreach. How many of you know a single librarian that works here? 

They are some of the smartest people I know, and some of the nicest people as well. I 

have worked in the libraries since August 2015. They helped me get through school. 

Here to field any questions about the library, including Alderman, Special Collections. 

With me is Barbie Selby, Director of Information and Spaces at UVa and has been here 

for over 30 years. 

 

Sydney Bradely: Have you been hearing a lot of complaints about the new printing 

system, PrintMe? 

 

Sam: The library isn’t in charge of printing; it is PCS that is in charge of that. There are 

ways to get in contact with them. I work in the music library so I hear people saying the 

printers aren’t working. I think the new system was thrown at a couple of the libraries 

without fully understating the changes that were being made. My point of view is that it 

has caused a number of problems. 

 

Barbie Selby (Library Council): What happened with old system (Equitrack), it would go 

down all across grounds. It would happen most of the time during exams when the load 

was the highest. The new system is still cloud based, but more modular, so they 

shouldn’t all go down at one. The new system gives you about 4 ways to print. We know 

it is slower. There are definitely tradeoffs. If you want to work with PCS to find a better 



system, we are all for that. A lot of other universities use the new system that we have. 

We would absolutely be on board to find a better way. 

 

Luke: Something that Student Council discussed was having another library open 24 

hours. That happened last year at Clark, how has that been going? 

 

Barbie: It has been going really well, we realize it is closer to dorms. We also increased 

the hours at the Physics Library. 

 

Sarah: We heard about proposals about books being removed from Alderman. What is 

the status of that? 

 

Barbie: Alderman was created in 1930s, and now it is up for renewal. At that time, we will 

have to remove the majority of the books, but we will work to keep needed books on 

grounds. The new library will have increased student study space, but we will work to 

get best mix of Stacks and study spaces that we can. Clemmons 2 will be open in the 

fall. We are not planning to move books out of alderman before the real renewal starts. 

The stack space is not good student space as it stands. It is a more thought out plan 

than that. 

 

Sydney: Can you share the info about library coordination with specific classes for 

research purposes? 

 

Barbie: I think these are called Libratorys where you get extra credit. I’m not directly 

involved, but we have about 6 classes that are working with them. For certain classes in 

certain disciplines there are specific librarians. However, you can meet with any librarian 

at almost any time. We will work with you to show you how certain things work. You 

don’t have to be in that special class to get that kind of assistance. 

 

Leeraz Zou: Have you considered extending the study hours in the Rotunda? 

 

Barbie: That sadly is not under our control. There are events that happen throughout the 

week in the Rotunda and this is the mix they decided on. It would probably be a good 

idea for Student Council to reach out to them. 

 

Barbie: One of the things someone asked earlier was about study space. Clemmons will 

be open in the fall. We are always trying to make more and better study space. We 

worked with Newcomb hall to increase study hours in the PAV. 

 

Bryanna Miller: Can you talk about Library Trivia? 



 

Sam: This Thursday there will be a library trivia session in Alderman from 5-5:30. The 

idea is that there are multiple teams and at least one team will be a team of Librarians. 

There is a link off of the library’s home page. We are taking groups of up to 6 people 

and snacks will be provided. 

 

Alex Cintron: How does someone get involved in the library council? 

 

Sam: You can email me at Samuel.carr@virginia.edu. We are trying to do more public 

outreach this year. It is a fairly small council, about 15 active members this year. We are 

still trying to grow the council and get a bigger influence. Membership is open to 

anyone who can join and come to our meetings. Because it is such a small council, we 

will be willing to work with everyone. 

 

Sarah: Would there be a library council member that would want to come to Gen Body 

meetings on a monthly basis? 

 

Sam: Yes, we can look into that. 

 

Jocelyn Huang: Can you look into getting access for the Adobe Suite? 

 

Barbie: I think the scholar’s lab computers have that installed on them. 

 

Jocelyn: What about for students to use on their personal computers? 

 

Barbie: That’s under ITC jurisdictions but I can find out more about that. 

 

Sam: Quick plug, the library does have a huge database of databases, there are almost 

600 databases that you are paying for. I would recommend looking through there or a 

subject librarian. 

 

Barbie; On the library’s homepage, there is a link to Ask a Librarian, which gives you all 

the ways that you can contact us and we love to get questions virtually. Great link to 

know and pass along. 

 

Sarah: Thank you so much. 

 

Brett: We actually have one more piece of legislation. I will introduce David who will 

introduce it. 
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David: I actually Defer to Paolo Sanchez and Hannah Bjora from Dreamers on Grounds. 

This bill would protect undocumented students on Grounds with the DACA orders. 

 

Brett: This bill is just meant to support the students that are most affected. 

 

Hannah Bjora (Dreamers on Grounds): The main point of this legislation is a statement 

from StudCo in support of DACA students. Student Council includes undocumented 

students. One of the main points is Student Council’s public statement, supporting 

current policy of not releasing student information, also includes providing mental 

health solutions for undocumented students and their allies. Also, includes that Student 

council would support current financial agreements with UVA and undocumented 

students now and in the future. Currently undocumented Virginia residents are given in-

state status. Current leaded documents show that this may be changed on the federal 

level, so we want to ensure that UVA’s policy remains the same. 

 

Paolo: The bridge act was supported by University of Michigan. It would help 

undocumented students be here and not be deported. This also serves as a protection, 

University Police would not be able to ask you your immigration status or SSN, really 

protecting undocumented students on grounds. 

 

Hannah: I want to show how important this is to the university as a whole, not just DACA 

students. UVA students were stopped by UVA PD and asked their immigration status, 

but only ICE is allowed to do this. This is one of the most terrifying experiences that I 

have. This is why I am so behind this. I want you guys to work with people like me. 

 

Brett: David worked directly with these students. We are not taking a stance on the EO, 

we are just supporting the students who go to the University of Virginia. Also, 

requesting funding for mental health resources for undocumented students. 

 

Paolo: Important to know that some of your peers are undocumented and this bill would 

truly help them continue their education at UVA. 

 

Luke: There has been a lot of information learned from today with President Sullivan. 

Does it reflect all of this information? 

 

Hannah: She met with us, she does not want to go public. It wasn’t clear till today when 

she came out with the provost. The only thing she had done before was privately signed 

a statement that other Universities signed. 

 

Brett: Yes, the bill was updated till 6:29.  



 

Maeve: Can all the reps who have read the bill raise your hands? Reps please read the 

bill now! 

 

Sarah: Does Teresa Sullivan… 

 

Paolo: Group of DACA students have received info but has not been helpful. Have been 

in contact with Susan Davis. There are no specific student health counselors trained to 

talk with DACA students about their issues.   

 

Sarah: The counselors Sullivan talked about were legal not mental health counselors, 

correct? 

 

Hannah: Yes, correct 

 

David: Do other schools have counselors specifically for DACA students? 

 

Paolo: Yes, George Mason has a dean and counselors.  As well as Georgetown who has a 

whole board dedicated to undocumented students. 

 

Brianna: Can you give more info about the Bridge Act? 

 

Paolo: DACA is a two year deferred deportation program. Aggressive requirements to 

apply.  If application successful, you get a 2 year work permit and can apply for driver’s 

license etc.  Similar to the Dream Act.  Bridge Act would defer deportation while 

Congress is deciding immigration reform.  Bridge Act will allow students here on DACA 

to continue their education even though the program ended. 

 

Michael Horth: Are we voting on this tonight? 

 

Brett: We are figuring this out. 

 

Emily:  This was just brought up in the last hour.  Edited up until 6:29. Do we want to 

vote on this tonight?   

 

Brett: Do we want to vote on the bill tonight? (INFORMAL VOTE) 

 

Michael: This is a pertinent bill and we want to hit the ground running. 

 

Sarah: Perhaps we should call a special session to vote on this tomorrow night. 



 

David: Motion to table bill 

 

Alex: Second 

 

Emily: Vote tomorrow night around 9 pm in special session?  

 

Brett: Motion to table passes. 

 

Brett: We will move to committee Updates. 

 

Lizzie Main: Last semester or Spring of 2016 was that Clem was very drab, one of our 

members is working with library manager of Clem to get live plants in there. 

 

Brenna Sheehan (Entrepreneurship & Innovation): We are working with UVa Career  

Center for the Entrepreneurship and Start up career fair on this Thursday 6-8pm , 

Newcomb ballroom, please come as you are. 

 

Luke: So, was this meeting format an experiment? Will we receive feedback? 

 

Brett: Yes, through the slack channel. 

 

Brett: Update from Katie Brandon, members of Legislative Affairs are going to Richmond 

tomorrow and Friday to keep up with the bills. 

 

Brett: Any Exec reports? 

 

Emily: I don’t think so. I am working with Dean Groves and Housing and Residence Life 

on the range housing project. 

 

MacKenzie Hodgson: Slack me about videos! 

 

Meeting was adjourned at 8:01pm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


