
 
 
Special Session February 1, 2017 at 11 p.m. 
 
BRETT: Call to order 
 
GUEST 1: Will the bill ensure that financial agreements will remain if DACA is repealed? 
 
DAVID: Current focus is making sure that AccessUVA is protected. That’s what it refers to. 
 
BRETT: I was in Richmond today. Bill was tabled. Rep. Massey said 90% of DACA students already 
receive in-state tuition. This is an issue StudCo will continue working with legislators on. 
 
G1: DACA brings inherent in-state status. How do they pay for school if the bill is repealed? 
 
DAVID: We are hoping to continue the DACA relationship with AccessUVA. 
 
G3: I went to testify yesterday. Their argument was that they are not trying to do anything about 
DACA at the state level. I have many friends who are first years here that would be affected. Other 
schools like GMU give scholarships and such to Dreamers. 
 
G1: I think what we would like to see from StudCo is a push that administration subsidizes the out-
of-state tuition to in-state tuition price, otherwise students will drop out. 
 
DAVID: Bill allows StudCo to dedicate its resources and time to this cause. 
 
G1: Hypothetically if a student were put in custody, what would you do? 
 
DAVID: We would have to take that situation as it happens. That’s the most we can do 
preventively. If that time comes, God hopes it doesn’t, we’ll be ready to advocate. 
 
BRETT: As students ourselves, this bill says that this is the position of students and what we want. 
This will not supersede other organizations’ efforts. It says “This is what we’d like to see from 
administration.” 
 
AUSTIN: Not to be annoying, but I’m going to read the definition of Student Council. It’s to 
protect students. Of course that includes DACA students, making sure we can them the full possible 
extent of the student experience. I’m sure everyone in this room is committed to making sure that 
everyone in this room is committed to making sure the rights of all students at Virginia are 
protected. 
 
ERICH: Hey, Brett, I have a question. Can you move the computer to make sure I can see. 
However, I have a concern about the first resolve provision. Do you think it inflammatory to use 
the words “sanctuary?” 



 
BRETT: State law is very clear that we cannot declare ourselves a sanctuary city, as much as we may 
like it to be. That’s why this is so specific, leading right up to the terms of what is required under 
state law. 
 
ERICH: Just wanted to clarify. 
 
G3: Thank you, Austin, for what you said. I really believe what you said. We are all students and we 
are all here. I want to challenge you all and see if there is more that you can do. If DACA is 
repealed, I believe that you will be there. If you will be there, maybe you can add that there. 
 
BRETT: I understand what you’re saying and we agree. This isn’t step one. This is us meeting in a 
room at 11:30 saying this is where we stand. Thank you for giving us the opportunity to have this 
conversation because we haven’t been as good as we should have been in the past. I would love to 
sit down with you tomorrow and figure out what we can do. 
 
G3: I have another comment. The financial agreements...okay, I already said it. You’ll be there. 
 
AUSTIN: I think it is unacceptable to leave students out to dry if the situation changes, and we will 
do everything can to make sure that we help. It would be a moral emergency. 
 
BRETT: Motions on the floor? 
 
MICHAEL: Motion to vote. 
 
BRETT: Granted. 14-1-0 the motion does pass. We will continue to have this conversation going 
forward. Thank you for everyone who came - DREAMers, Emily, Reps, Austin’s dad. End of 
session. 
 


