
University of Virginia Student Council  
General Body Meeting  

October 30th, 2018  
 

The meeting began at 6:36pm.   
 
Ellie: We will begin with executive reports.  
 
Alex: Hello, can we please have a moment of silence for those who were taken from us as a result of the 
anti-semitic violence in Pittsburgh this weekend. In that vein I would ask the reps to vote in favor the 
resolution this evening in support of our Jewish friends and community members and also the ALC 
resolution.  
I had a meeting with Dean Groves and Dean Allen. We talked about the ALC report. We talked with 
President Ryn about his speech and how everyone wants to run with him in the morning. I will also be 
meeting with Dean Groves along with Kayla Dunn to talk about Our University together. There will 
be a taskforce with members and experts from the field and of course.  
The STAB applications should be coming out tomorrow. It will serve as an institutional space for 
concerns to be provided to UPD and also tangentially safety concerns. Please apply. Their first 
meeting will be on Nov. 28th, most likely early in the morning.  
I was informed by our Buildings and Grounds Chair that there will be a symposium in the spring. 
James Roebuck Jr. the first black president to Student Council some 50 years ago will be in 
attendance. He is currently a state senator in PA. there is lots of history there.  
There is no general body meeting next week in observance of election day. We are looking to remove 
barriers to make sure that you all get out and vote next Tuesday. Make sure that you are registered to 
vote. If you are not, then it is too late.  
 
Camilla: Leg Affairs needs your help. We have organized ides to the polls and we need you all to 
volunteer to make sure that people people get to the polls. This covers your one attendance 
requirements. That’s it.  
 
Ty: BIG NEWS. The CIO application closed on friday. We have a record number of applications, 51. 
30 were submitted on the last day. I am meeting with 6 groups this week and more next week. We are 
looking to get as many of them passed this semester as possible. We have a lot of new reps to i'll be 
speaking at your meeting on Friday to go over the recognition process.  
Rolling Rounds are due tomorrow. This is the last one of the semester. If you have questions about 
the approval process, please do not hesitate to reach ut. The allocations are determined by a formula 
via the BOV. It is hard to allocate these fund sometimes because there are so many people who need 
funding and only so much to give.  



BAM is working hard to make tutorials for their asset management tools. tHis will help record keeping 
for organizations. We also worked with VPSa to further codify this process  
 
Taylor: A note on background things from admin — bootcamp is happening, the new website is in 
the works, and merch is going to be launched soon. Get hype! Please reach out if anyone has any 
interest in the Student Legal Advisory Board. We are not sure what the process will look like, but it is 
going to be happening.  
I am going to be working with Brian and avery to get a UDP TownHall, per our meeting last week.  
 
Ellie: Reps, we have a meeting this friday so please try to be there. It will be 3-4pm and Ty will be 
there. The food pantry has new nov hours — this will all be in the external newsletter. Free menstrual 
hygiene in all the libraries this week, Katie will cover this more. SFS is putting on an event — Hoos on 
a Budget.  
 
Leadership Reports:  
 
Academic Affairs: Cav Ed programs have been approved early. All these classes are taught by your 
peers and will be added to SIS soon. We will also be hosting our resume workshop soon (check 
handshake).  
 
Arts: I met with LOTL and there will be a student art expo at LOTL. Let me know if you or someone 
you know wants to showcase pieces there. The student art fund is now open. I want a lot of people to 
apply! Keep looking at the Arts CIO spotlight each week. I also did a  walkthrough with facilities today 
to figure out where art will go in Newcomb.  
 
Community Relations: The housing search process is difficult. We sent out a survey and we found 
that 93% of students found the process very difficult. We are working to tackle this with our Peer 
Housing Advocates project. We are going to first year dorms and transfer housing to disseminate this 
information in november.  
 
Legislative Affairs: I desperately need volunteers for election day. They are hour shifts. We will take 
any amount of time that you are willing to give that day. Message me if you have questions about what 
the job entails. It's pretty simple — sample and hold a sign.  
I would also like to speak on a resolution that is on the table tonight — the university has failed in 
having the third year class registration on election day. They really dropped the ball on this one. We 
want people to vote and this hinders them. I realize that the window for actually doing this has past, 
but nevertheless I encourage the reps to vote in favor of the reposition. Hopefully this will change 
things for the future. Go vote! Send people my way if they have questions about voting.  
 



Safety and Wellness: Free menstrual hygiene in libraries. It will also be in Newcomb by the end of the 
month. Facilities management has assured me that the project is included in the budget for next year. 
SPAB will be going live soon. If you do not have time to serve on the board, there will be a survey so 
you can make your voice heard there.  
 
Service: We have solificied the date for our custodial lunch. It will be on Dec. 7th. First years, be on the 
lookout for thank you cards in your dorms  
 
Sustainability: We are hosting a clothing swap for sustainability day on Nov 15th. If you have old 
clothes, please bring them. We are trying to encourage people to recycle their clothes  
 
CIO Consultants: Appropriations are happening.  
 
Membership: The Red Socks won which is exciting. The census will be closing this weekend so make 
sure that you take the time to complete it. Bootcamp is coming together, More info soon.  
 
Brian: I want to take a moment of linking the violence in Pittsburgh and Charlottesville and in 
Louisville. It is so important that we work to stand with minorities as allies. I encourage reps to vote in 
favor of the resolutions and take a stand against this violence and hatred.  
 
Avery: Vote for the resolution. Mixed race group is going well. Please reach out if you want to be 
involved. I am going to be at a meeting on Saturday about Asian Leaders.  
 
Shivani: THe ALC report is not advocating for lesser faculty, but instead more diversity in the faculty 
to be representative of the student body.  
 
Public Comment: 
 
Ellie: We have two people signed up for public comment 
 
Galen: I am a Jewish student here at UVA. I want to thank Allah for writing this. This is easily the 
most anti-semitic act in our lifetime, but this is not new for Jewish student. I hope that you all support 
this bill and I hope to see you all at event that JLC is putting on this week.  
 
Michael Margaret: I am a third year. I want to ecoe what Galen said and elabortatemore. A few years 
ago there were swastikas in GrandMarc. Just yesterday there was a UVA professor who said that the 
events in Pittsburg were religiously motivated not anti-semitic. That professor is Marc Short. This is 
deeply troubling.  
 



Legislative Session.  
Attendance is taken.  
Avery: motion to vote  
 
Motion is seconded  
 
Minutes pass  
 
Ellie: We are going to move onto FR18-19. I will entertain Shivani to speak 
 
Shivani: What we said earlier was sufficient. We want to increase diversity of faculty at UVA.  
 
Ellie: Any other co-sponsors want to speak? 
 
Avery: The Asian studies minor is disappearing. There are so many professors that cannot stay at UVa. 
We need to retain Asian professors when people are trying to learn about  
 
Ellie: Concerns? 
 
Avery: Motion to vote.  
 
The resolution passes.  
 
Ellie: We are going to move on to FR 18-19.  
 
Avery: We are following up on the resolution to remove classes on election day. WE are trying to 
pressure the university make it easier  
 
Lukas: Has anyone worked to move the date with the registrar? 
 
Ellie: I think it was too late 
 
Lukus: I am in full support, but I personally think that condemning the University...we condemn 
neo-nazis, etc. I feel that condemning the registrar’s office before talking with them could burn 
bridges. We don’t we talk before condemning them. This seems harsh. I do not think that this was 
malicious, but I think it was an oversight.  
 
Ellie: (gives gavel to Chi) I agree, maybe we should change the language to convey  
 



Luus: I don't want to decrease the weight of a condemnation from student council. I don't want to 
take away this force.  
 
Ellie: Avery, should we take a friendly amendment 
 
Avery: I want to hear Brian before I talk  
 
Brian: I like condemning the University. This happened last year. Third years are always affected by 
this.  
 
Alex: Isaac will be meeting with the registrar after the election.  
 
Erin: Change condom to disapprove.  
 
Ellie: Yes, that is good….(changes the first resolved clause) Wait actually is there a better word…”The 
university is against…” 
 
Amr: I want to also add that the second resolved clause has a clear typo. 
 
Avery: It is fixed in the most updated version.  
 
Ellie: I encourage people with amendments to present them to me before the meeting. 
 
Kate: This does not affect grad students. I think that the word condemn is harsh and we need to think 
more about language. Exams and class registration are two different things. We need to be careful 
about choosing what hill we want to die on. What is really a barrier? If everything is a hill, then 
nothing is important and we lose the value in our voice.  
 
Ellie: (give gavel to Chi: I agree, but I also think that we should remove as many barriers as we can. 
Personally, course registration is stressful and often takes more than fifteen minutes. That stress can 
pile up. This simple change is something that we should strive for and change.  
 
Avery: Explains how course registration works to the grad student.  
 
Kate: There are certain things that matter, but how we apply words and write resolutions are 
important. What are actual barriers. My perspective comes from being in the real word where you have 
to change your schedule and make room for voting. As student government our voice matters.  
 
Brian: How are we dying on this hill? 



 
Kate: Well if everything is a big deal, then everything cannot be something that we are condemning. I 
would challenge us to think more about word choice.  
 
Denzel: I will vote for this. But, I understand where she is coming from. There are bigger barriers to 
voting in the real world.  
 
Elle: I will entertain Erin and Avery.  
 
Erin: There are barriers in the real world. But this is one change that we cna make in the big picture. 
Each is  small victory in the greater goal of not barriers 
 
Avery: Informational note, use your student ID to vote.  
 
Lukas: Point of order, what does the bill say? 
 
Ellie: Reads the bills  
 
Avery: Friendly amendment to change the dates.  
 
Ellie: Reads the bill again. Okay, I am going to motion to vote.  
 
The resolution passes.  
 
Ellie: We are going to move on to a piece of emerging legislation. This is very important as there has 
been an untick of anti-semitism across our country and here at UVA as we saw last year. I encourage 
you all to  
 
Ally: I want to speak more. I co-wrote the resolution with Ellie. I want to read the resolution aloud 
because it is important (reads resolution). We are a small Jewish community. I have personally be 
affected by all of these events. We can be a forgotten minority at times, but we refuse to be silenced. I 
encourage the reps to vote in favor of this event.  
 
Denzel: Can we condemn professors? 
 
Ellie: I won’t say no.  
 
Lukas: I think that goes against the spirit of the bill.  
 



Ellie: That should happen in a separate bill.  
 
Ally: Friendly amendment to fix a typo.  
 
Billy: After hearing Ally read that aloud, I am glad that removes “condom” from the last bill. 
Thoughts….  
 
Avery: Motion to vote.  
 
The resolution passes.  
 
A re-reading of votes.  
 
End of the Legislative Session.  
 
Community Concerns.  
 
Alex: If those comments made by that faculty member are true, I encourage the reps to make the 
proper steps. 
 
Concern 1: I want to ask a question about how discretionary funds are spent. I think that LOTL 
should be supported greatly as the event supports students and brings together the community. I do 
not want to say numbers, but I think that it is important to discuss.  
 
Ty: I won’t get into specifics, but we have had many conversations about that many people do not 
have positive experience of LOTL that many people claim it to have. There are negative experiences 
with LOTL, so we need to take that into consideration when allocating funds. We also have talked 
about discretionary funds. We can talk more personally.  
 
Billy: The goal of StudCo si to serve as many students as possible. LOTL reaches the most students, so 
that there is no way that you can bet that if you put money to something that will have the most 
impact.  
 
Ty: I would say that it is a discussion about the culture of LOTL, but I hear you.  
 
Concern 2: We are playing Pitt this friday so I would encourage students to be positive during the 
game.  
 
Chi: The Alumni association will be sending a card and having supportive stickers at the game.  



 
Concern 3: I received a parking permit for the stadium lot, but there are many events that require you 
to move your car because of events. They do not give much notice.  
 
Meeting ends at 7:35pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


