
General Body Meeting Minutes-1/29/2019 

Alex: I hope were having a good warm night, Im glad to see you here today. I am 

currently in western business attire because Isaac and the Leg Affairs committee and I 

went to richmond and lobbied for DREAMERS and the bills that would support 

undocumented students at universities. We met with Toscano and Creigh Deeds and 

discussed the living wage and how we might be able to to do that in relation to the AG’s 

office. 

 

Before that I’m going to do a poll: how many of you would like snacks at GenBod? 

 

I will depart after leadership updates because I have a meeting 

 

Camila: Cabinet had their first meeting last week. It has been pointed out to me and it is 

in the newsletter. You must give Abby and Sustainability two weeks notice to have a 

sustainable event. Also we are working on Op-Eds with the CavDaily. 

 

Ty: We have 3 CIOs on the table on the legislation this week. The application is up and 

running. Streamlined from last semester with photo and document upload. We are in 

the middle of the semi-annual rounds for funding. The amount was $850,000 

requested. I met on Friday with Dean Caruchio relating to CIO census and CIO renewal 

process. On that same vein we are meeting with the Student Activities Committee to find 

out more opinions on funding and reliability. 

 

Taylor: We are possibly delaying the launch of the website until after the appropriations 

process. It is still under construction. Merchandise is being worked on with Katie Brown 

so that we can work out direct payment. Merchandise will come soon we just want to 

solidify payment process. First student legal services meeting was today, it was 

productive. We will be working on the budget for that in the coming weeks. 

 

Ellie: I have a couple of updates on ALIGN. We have our first speaker which is Tanya 

Reese Miles, we are also trying to get President Ryan. Sign up for the conference will be 

in the coming weeks. 

 

Academic Affairs: We are working on the Music Minor. We are working on a career 

services event or a professional skills development workshop. We are working on CavEd, 

I visited the classroom last week. We are collecting data, look out for a survey, on 

midterm scheduling. 

 



Arts: Look for student photographs in conference rooms. I have also been working with 

facilities on photographs in the Kaleidoscope room. I have been working with one of my 

committee members, Ben Dooley, to work on maintaining letter grades for ensemble 

classes instead of credit/no credit. We’re working on getting more perspectives. There is 

also legislation on the table today regarding this.  

 

Community Relations: I have updates on City Council. They have two big proposals that 

affect University. They have the first one which is a commission on looking at tax payer 

dollar use in relation to nonprofits. The second big issue is that city council has 

approved 104,000 dollars to prevent recidivism through literacy, professional skills, and 

workplace readiness. Additionally, there is funding allocated to help those reentering 

communities to find housing. 

 

Legislative Affairs: We went to richmond today. Alex touched on some pieces of 

legislation we advocated for. We also spoke on bills pertaining to “no excuse absentee 

voting”, right now the law maintains that you have to have a valid excuse to absentee 

vote. We think it restricts turnout as most students do not know that being a student is 

an excuse. The other two bills pertain to a public comment period for BOV decision 

meetings, so it would be mandated by law for the BOV to have public voice before 

voting. Yeah, we met with a number of legislators. Anything that you think we are 

missing, please let us know. We’re planning on going back to richmond next week. 

 

Student Life: We had first meeting last week. Two projects coming up that I’m going to 

highlight: more public water in first year dorms. We’re trying to get more water 

fountains. The other thing is more school supplies in the UVA food pantry. First SDAB 

meeting is next week. 

 

Sustainability: We have been given a grant of $10,000 to subsidize LEED certification 

exam. It is very helpful for those going into sustainability and architecture. 

 

Ellie: Rep updates. Any updates? 

 

Lukas: I’m still looking for some more names for University Safety Committee on a town 

hall for Electric Scooters. 

 

Ryan A: I wanted to update you on interview with Superintendent. We talked about 

zoning. We started talking about Gifted and Talented identification process and that 

they’re in the budget process right now. I’m in CCP in Batten and we’ll be having a 

batten hour on February 25th regarding education. 



Denzel: I met with Dean Petters regarding lock out fees and he said he would look at 

decisions. One was a flat rate fee. If they were to lower the fee, the fee doesn’t cover the 

cost of having a maintenance worker come back on the weekend. Disparity between cost 

for old dorms and new dorms. On the topic of the Barstool issue, the student has 

decided to live off grounds, I do not know if the post has been taken down. 

 

Ben Dooley: I’m an arts committee member and a member of the marching band, wind 

ensemble, and the charlottesville symphony. We devote alot of time and we feel we 

should be rewarded through letter grades. They also help the music department grow. 

They convey investment by the University in the music program. By changing it to a 

credit/no credit program it would belittle the music program. Music students are vital to 

the UVA community and portray the image of the University to the world. 

 

Thomas Sumner: I’m the President of USingers. Its more than just a class but a 

community of dedicated students. Every semester we put on a number of events for the 

University. USingers is frustrated that the University would belittle the music program. 

Switching music programs to credit/no credit would degrade the accomplishments of 

music students. We greatly appreciate your efforts in helping us in this endeavor. 

 

Josh Davis: I’m one of the Drum majors of the band. The work should be reflected in 

letter grades. In a week the normal student puts in 4 hours of work practicing and there 

are many other commitments on top of this. I believe strongly that letter grades validate 

the hard work put in by our ensemble and other music students here at the University. 

 

Ellie: Legislative Session. *Attendance*. We don’t have meeting minutes. Hunter is now 

taking our minutes. It really be like that sometimes. Now we will move onto CIO Bill. 

 

Ty: Thank you, Ellie. There is OStem, Global Citizenship Initiative, and Black MBA 

Executives at Darden. 

 

Ellie: Passes. ISC Support resolution. 

 

Ally: This resolution supports the ISC’s report on safety at the University. It covers 

ambassador presence and increased lighting. As someone who lives at a sorority house, 

it is scary walking home late at night after class. 

 

Denzel: Did they include how much something like this would cost? The University 

already spends money on protecting ISC and IFC houses with ambassadors, this takes 

money away from living wage campaign possibility. 



Lukas: If you pull up the report, it lists housing areas that are not already covered such 

as Virginia Ave., Wertland near 12th, and others. It seems like it’s spread around areas 

of upperclass housing. 

 

Ally: Lighting is not a huge cost. These ambassadors would be placed in areas of general 

upperclass housing. Increasing presence is the main point of the report. 

 

Maive: The letter talks about the increase of patrol not necessarily more ambassadors. 

University has already been looking at efficacy of program and has consistently been 

looking at lighting costs in conjunction with city of Charlottesville. 

 

Lukas: This is something that administrators are already concerned with. 

 

Ellie: Passes. Music Bill 

 

Sara: I hope all of you vote favorably on this resolution and keep the public comment in 

mind. 

 

Denzel: What does credit/no credit mean? 

 

Lukas: It doesn’t affect GPA, it just affects graduation ability. 

 

Katie: I would recommend looking at what other schools do and how they’ve 

approached this issue. 

 

Sara: Vanderbilt and UCLA have maintained the graded component. So yes, is the short 

answer. Talk to me or Emily with any other questions. 

 

Denzel: Was there any reason for this? 

 

Sara: I don’t wanna misspeak on this. From my understanding, it’s about the idea of 

grade inflation.  

 

Ellie: End of legislative session. Turn over to community concerns. 

 

Taylor: YEAH MY TURN 

 

Pablo: Students in photography classes are expected to spend $600 for the course. 

That’s not an environment that’s accessible for low-income students. I think we should 



establish a student fine arts fee which would take a few dollars from each student to 

subsidize cost. I petition student council to create this. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


